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Bee omar me aN eC 


Badartola Road, 72, der ans Geabond eh ee 
Brace Bridge Road, 1. 
Garden Reach Road, 43, 





Ward No. 20. 


Canal Circular Road, 24. mat 
Camal Fast Road, 5/16, 5/18 and 6/9/1. : 
Harish Neogi Road, 36. 

Narkeldanga Main Road, 102. 


Ward No. 30, 


Barrackpore Trunk Road, 85, 86/1, 88 and 89, 


Belgachia Road, 4A, 4B, 5B, 6B, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 3811/2, 88/1, 65/2, 
Co/4, "65/5, 6b, 66/2 (2), T4C, 83/7, 98A, 98D; 101A, 106, 107A. anid isn! 
) 


Jogendranath Bose Lane, 1. 
New Canal Road; 1/8, 2/3, 2/4/1, 2/5, 3/2, 4/2, 6 and 4/1, 
Nilmoni Mitter Strest, 10/5, 10/8, 12/3(3) and 14/1, 


Prun K. Mukherjeo Road, 20 (2), 21, 22, 24, 251 26 (2), 26/0/2, 26/7, 26/9 (2), 
28(2), 32, 33, 34, 34/2, 44/1, 84/4, 36, 97 ‘and Sl. 


Srish Chandie Chowdhury Lane, 21, 23 and 24/12, 


Ward No. 31, 


Barrackpore Trunk Road, 58. 

Belgachin Road, 40, 39, 56 and 57. 

Dum Dum Road, 11/32. 

Paikpara Raja Mbnindra Road, 16/1/I0/9, 9/11/28 and 9/1/83, 


Ward No. 32. 


Barrackpore Trunk Road, 3/1/H/1, 3/1/H/2, 8/1/H/2/1, 4 and 32/10/9. 
Brojodoyal Saha Road, 8. 1 et 

Chitpore Bridge Approach Road, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5A, 7, 9, 10 and 11. 

Chitpore Ghat Lane, 1, 3, P-7, P-ll, 7 and & 

Cossipore Road, 8, 23/1/H/16, 1114 and 44 Lockgate Road, 27, 82, 10/1 and 11 to 


Dilarjung Road, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 3/4. 

Gopal Chandra Chatterji Road, 8/H/1. 

Gun Foundry Road, (1/4 and 25), 3/1 and 24. 

Kali Prosanna Singh Street, 1 and 15. 

Lockgate Road, 52. 

Nawabputty Street, 2, 2/2, 6, (12, P-3), 1 and 2/3. 

Prgnlerishns Mukherji Lane, 2, 5 (2), 5A, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13,14, 16, 16, 18, 26, 
am i sy 0CHiNth 


Prankrishna Mukherji Road, 4(2), 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 9/1 and 11, 
Preonath Mukherji Road, 3, 4 and 6, i 

Ram Gopal Ghose Road, 1 and (3 and 6), 

Ratan Babu Road, 165A, : “ 
Rustomjee Parshi Road—Cox Bros, ita 
Seit Pukur Road, 1, 2, 4 and 7. 
Strand Road, 2, : 
Turner Road, 2. 











List of Warehouses other than Jute, 
[Street or holding number of warehouses shewn in brackets where more than. one. ] 


Ward No, 1. 
Bagbazar Street, 76/1. 
Balla Street, 2 and 2/1. 
Bhabanath Sen Street, 2. 
Bosepara Lane, 49/1. 
Ganal West Road, 39, 38, 30/1 and 37/4. 
Chitpore Road, Upper, 161/H/18, 176, 177, 199/1, 199/1/1(3), 199/6 and 199/7, 
Cornwallis Street, 116, 122, 124(3), 136/1(2), 138, 138/1 and 137, 
Goliff Street, 21H/1, 22H/1 and 20(2). 
Greg Street, 17. 
Jadunath Mitra Lane, 1. 
Kaliprosad Chakraburtty Street, 12/3. 
Mohanlal Street, 20. 
Nanda Kissore Street, 1(4) and 2(8). 
Pal Street, 1, 4 (3), 7/1, M1, 6, 20, 9 and 18, 
Raja Nabakissen Street, 79 and 79/1. 
Rasik Mitra Lane, 11. 
R. G. Kar Road, 21, 28(3), 242), 26 and 23. 


Ward No. 2. 
Ahiritola Street, 115 and 168. 
Banamali Sarkar Street, 1H/15 and 4. 
Beniatola Street, 19. 
Chitpore Road, Upper, 220, 224, 230, 262 and (316-17). 
Darmahatta Street, 71/H/1(3), 71/H/5(2), 72(4) and 180(4), 
Kashi Mitter Ghat Street, 82 and 33. 
Kummartooli Street, 8, 9/1 and 28. 
Madan Mohan Dutt Lane, 6. ¥ 
Manick Bose Ghat Street, 20/1. 
Md. Romjan Lane, 4, 6(2), 11(10), 13(4) and 17(2). 
Natherbagan Street, 13/2(2). 
Nimtola Ghat Street, 68, 71/1, 80, 83(2) and 84. 
Sovabazar Street, 98, 100, 101, 101/1, 126 and 122. 
Strand Road, 67/10(2), 67/R/18 and 63. 


Ward No. 3. 


Brindaban Bose Laue, 30. 
Canal West Road, (25 and 25/1), (31-34) and 35/5. 
Chitpore Road, Upper, 149. 

Cornwallis Street, 76/1, 76/3 and 148, 

Circular Road, Upper, 245, 152, 153, 243, 244 and 24/2. 
Grey Street, 7(2). 

Hogulkuria Gully, 36. 

Manicktola Road, 114/H/1 and 127. 

Masjidbari Street, 167/H/D. - 

- Raja Dinendra Street, 120. 

Titadingi Road, 22, 20(2) and 14). 


Ward No, 4. 
bead merase a ey 
15/H1/210), ea 16/16, Meta 10/H, 17/H)8, 


16, li, 17/H/: 17/8/36, 18/H/2, 
Te 9/8 and 15, ay ee 
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Cireular Road, Tpven, 120, 288/170), (988,/16:a0d:15)/2) ana 2683/1. 
Gas Street, 3/HL/3, 5/H1/2 and 4/1. oa 
Garpar Road, 95. ' $ arte ot Uda No: Sear eeaeh 
Machuabazar Street, 68. : rest 
Manicktola Road, 8 and 13. “ 
Ram Mohan Roy Road, 13. 





Ward No. 5. 


Banstola Street, 1, 2 and 56. 

Brajagobinda Saha Lane, 1. 

Burtala Street, 82(2). 

Chitpore Road, Upper, 402(11). 

Cotton Street, 114/1, 119(7), 180, 131(3), 182, 183(8), 134 and 135, : 
hs , , 3/202), 242), 36/12), 49, 58, Oi, 9 

PG oi, aon BAe OS 68, ae a i, » ), 18716), 92/1. aa 


Hanspukur Lane, 5. ‘ 
Forakagan Street, 5, 19, 25 and 28, 
Kalakar Lane, 2(2) and 8. 

Kalakar Street, 9/1, 9/19 and 23. 
Moyrahatia Street, 331. 

Mandal Street, 18/4. 

Moydapatty Lane, 2, 3, 4,5 and 6, 
Nimtola Ghat Street, 5/1, 43 and 4. 
Pathuriaghata Street, 80/2. 
Raghunandan Lane, 3 (4). 

Sovaram Basack Street, 1(2) and 9/1. 
Shama Bai Lane, 8: 


Strand Road, 51, 62/1(3), 63, 67/16P, 34 and 85, P.29, 67/18P, 28, P. 87 (4), 
P. 38, 67/18P, 29, P. 40, P. 41, P.42, 67/21 P: 43 (2), 67, 20 P43, 67/P. 41, 
67/23P. 45 and 47, 67/242. 4 and 49, 67/25/6, P.32 and 63. 


Ward No, 6. 


Ashutosh Dey Tane, 18/1. 
Adwaita Mullick Lane, 13/1/1, 
Balaram Dey Street, 70. 
Baranoshi Ghose Street, 42. 
Machuabazar Street, 159 and 140. 
Muktaram Row, 4, 

Muktaram Babu Street, 99B and 105/1. y 
Munshi Sadaruddin Lane, 37, i 

Parbati Charan Ghose Lane, 19 and 16.' 


Ward No. 7. 


Bonfields Tane, (1 and 3) and 16, 
Canning Street, 48, 55, 56 (2), 58, 60 (4), 62,°65'(3), 66 (2), 67, 69/ 
Clive Street, 20, 40, 42 (2), 42/1/1 (3), 42/2, 42/3 (8), 70/2, % (2), 70/7, 
72/1 (2), 73 (2) and 86A._ pa 

Clive Row, 5 and 9, 
Cotton Street, 68, 71 (2), 74/1, 76 (3) and 75, 
David Joseph Lane, 4 and 6 (2). 
Tackson Lane, 4 (2), 6, 18 and 20. 
Old Court House Corner, 3/6. 
Old Court House Lane, 4(2) and 62). 

Bhi b 
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Pollock Street, 14, (7 

Old China Bazar Street, 146/2. : 

Radhabazar Street, 19. 

Ramsebak Mullick Iaane, 27. 

Strand Road, 67P/4 (2) and 20, 

Sukeas Lane, 5, 11/1, 13, 16 and 19. 

Synagogue Street, 6 and 15. 5 


Ward No. 8. 
Bowbazar Street, 242, 263, 286 and 206. 
Blackburn Lane, 33. : 
Chhaiawalla Gully, 5/1, 26 and 35. 
Chitpore Road, Lower, 28 (2), 0 and 3 (3). 
Central Avenue, P. 37 and 42 (2). 

den Hospital Lane, 4. 

Giri Babu Lane, 30. 

Gopal Chandra Lane, 3/2/2. 

Haberley Lane, 1. 

Harinbari Lane, 36, 

Machuabazar Street, 10 and 12. 

Phear Lane, 80 and 81. 

Sagore Dutt Lane, 7A (21). 

Sovaram Bysack Lane, 26D, 27/2 (2), 27/1(2), 27/3(3) and 27/4. 


Ward No. 9. 
Amherst Street, 110/1, 128/1/1, 133H, 136, 137, 149 and 151. 
Baitakkhana Road, (1 and 2), (3, 4,8, 9 and 10), 5H/1 and (168 and 169). 
Bowbasar Street, 167A, 167B (10), 171, 172(2) and 198. 
Beliaghatta Road, 133, 137/6 and 139. 
Canal West Road, 1/2. 
Circular Road, Upper, (4, 7 and 8). 
College Street, 75/1A. 
Harrison. Road, 17/4 and 18/1 (2). 
Maharani Swarnamoyee Road, #}/1. 
Mirgapore Tank Lane, 2/1. 
Mirzapore Street, (27 and 27/1), 27/6, 28/1, 28, 20/2, 20/H/2, 63/1.(2) and 63/2. 
Nilmoni Ganguli Lane, 5. 
Nitai, Babu Lane, 1 (4). 
Noor Mahommed Sirear Lane, 7. 
Patuatola Lane, 20, 
Scott Lane, 34/1. 
Ward No. 10. 
Bentinck Street, (77 and 77/1, 77/1/2, 77/1/8) and (73 and 78/1). 
Bow Street, 8. 
Bowbazar Street, 46, 
Central Avenue, 47 (3). 
Dharamtala Street, (167/6 and 167/3) and) 167. 
Metcalfe Street, 60. 
New Bowbazar Lane, 3 and 10. 





‘Weston Street, 11. 

Ward No. 11. 
Bowbasar Street, 119, 127, 128/1 (2), (137144) and 125 ‘oa 
Circular Road, Lower, 132 and 124. { i ‘ 
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Nebutala Lane, 1, 5/2, 11A and 34H (2). Hf) Boast 
St. James Lane, 20. + Mish 4 
St. James Square, 13. ssh t 
Sankaritola Lane, 44. t 





Ward No. 12. 


Bentinck Street, 6. 
British Indian Street, 10. 

Esplanade Row East, 7 and 8, 

Lall Bazar Street, 1, (3 and 4) and 8/1. 
Cooper Lane, 4. 

Mangoe Lane, 2/1, 3/1 and 25. 

Mission Row, 1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 12(2) and 5, 
Waterloo Street, 11. 


Ward No, 13. 
Corporation Place, 13, 15 and ¥8A, 
Corporation Street, 121/2 and 129, 
Collin Street, 25. 
Free School Street, 15, 59 (3) and 72. 1 
Marquis Street, 7/2, 
Mirza Mehdi Lane, 4. 
Mati Seal Street, 4. 
Market Street, 9 and 15, 
Wellesley Street, 2, 10/1A, 12/1 and 25, 


Ward No. 14. 


Alimuddin Street, 37. ‘ 
Cireular Road, Lower, 76, 93, 90 and 79/28. 
Corporation Street, 49/50 (2), 106 and 870, 
Durga Charan Doctor Road, 61. 

Nawab Abdul Latiff Lane, 1, 

Ripon Street, 99. 

Taltala Bazar Street, 1 (2), 

Wellesley Street, 83. 

Wellesley Square, 4. 


Ward No. 18. 
Canal Road, South, (15 and 16), 16 (3), 17, 18, 19 (2), 20, 31 (4) and. 82 (6). 
Kulia Tangra 2nd Lane, (1 and 2), 
Tangra Road New, 8/1. 


Ward No. 19, 
Ananda Gopal Palit Road, 41. 
Bechulal Road, 14. ; : 
Beliaghatta Road, 11/1. ! 
Canal Road, South, 1 (2), 1/H/1, 1/H/4, 2, 2/H/1, 3/H/1, 4Q), 6(8),.6 (4). 

8, 9, 10, 10/H/A1, 12/1 and 4, nh 

Chattoo Babu Lane, 2 (2). jew 
Chingrihatta Road, 48/2, Lapa iad ead 
Convent Road, 21, : na 
Cireular Road, Lower, 154 (2), 154/1 and 154/2. 
Kamardanga Road, South, 7. 
Middle Rond, Entally, 36, 
Sambhu Babu Lane, 54. 
South Road, Entally, 5, 18 and 90. 
South Sealdah Road, (1/1 and 2/1), 
‘Tangra Road, 14 and 16, 
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Ward No. 20. 
Bijli Road, 1/1. 
‘Hatibagan Road, 8/1 and 10, 
Jannagore Road, 3 and 41. 

Ward No. 21. 
Karaya Road, 48. 
Paddapukur Lane, 2 

Ward No. 22. 


Chaulpatty Road, 50/1, 53 and 40/8. 

Chakrabere Road, South, 44/4. 

Circular Road, Lower, 230. 

Debendra Ghose Road, 30. 

Harish Mukherji Road, 194 and 56. 

Harish Chatterji Strest, 27/2, 28, 29, 30/2, 88, 40/1, 30, 36, (45 and 46) and 44/1. 
Jadu Bhattacharji Lane, 6, 

Haszra Road, 127, 14/1 and 114/5. 

Justice Romesh Chandra Road, 25. 

Kalighat Road, 37; 108, 106, 118 and 50/3. 

Lansdowne Road, 65/3. 

Mahim Halder Street, 82/1/1. 

Madan Pal Lane, 16 and 15. 

Nepal Bhattacharji Street, 10/1. 

Preonath Mullick Road, 3. 

Russa Road, South, 11/1 (4), 141, 143, 10/1, 10/2, 11/8/4 and 140. 


Ward No. 23. 


Bridge Road, 7, 3H, 17, (19, 20), 11 and 8, 3 and 6. 
Chetla Central Road, 29/4/1. 

Chetla Road, 17/1. 

Mayerpore Road, 13. 

Orphangunge Road—Open space. 


Ward No. 24. 


Kantapukur Road—W. Shed, 
Hide Road, (3 and D1). 


Ward No, 26. 


Circular Garden Reach Road, 11GH and 120/1. 
Garden Reach Road, 86 and 98 (4). 
Gopal Doctor Road, 33 and 35/1. 
Mohan Chand Road, 5/1 (2). 
= Chandra Street, 1/4, 2/1, 32/1, 41 and 43. 
mshigunge Road, 3(3), 9/1(2), 9/17 (2), 19, 9/21, 20, 34, 12(2), 5/2 and 
33/2). 
Paddapukur Square, 11 and 19/2. 
Paddapukur West Lane, 26/1. 
‘Kamal Mukherji Street, 28/1. 
Road, 22. 
aes Pal Road, 12. 
Nr Ghose Lane, 3 (7). 
‘Watgungo Street, 37/1. 





Ward No. 26. 


Akra Road, R-2T and Q-3%4 (2), sr Br 


Badartola Roi 
Bichulihat’ oad, 1196, BASS, B.1BL, BASS @2), BAM, BA4S, B82 134 (2, 


B-110, B-150, B-101 and B-147. * 

Fatepore Ist Lane, tr and N-1. 

Garden Reach Road, Z-1, C-4, C-1, U-7, FAT, (Ga and H-1), (H-25 and 27), F-53), 
F43, B-12, B-10, 116, 143, R39, 8-122 and 8. 

Jelliapara Road, 2-3. 

Mudiali Road, P-70, Q-164, Q 145 and Q-(3), 

New Ghat Road, Z-6 and 2-7. 

Nichoobagan, 5 and S-(2). ee 

Paharpore Road, H-50, J-(2) and M-(3). 

Prince Delwarjah Lane, B-7 and B-l. 





Ward No. 22. 


Dehi Serampore Lane, (6/1, 7, 8/1 and 9). 
Hasra Road, 113(4), 72 and 112 (2). f 
Tamir Lane, (13/1 and 14/2). 

Nepal Bhattacharji Street, 26. 

Russa Road, South, 139 (4), 189/2/2 and Plot No. 14. 
Tollygunge Circular Road, 13 and 16. 

Tollygunge Road, 76, 114/1, 114/38, 114/2, 116/2 and 78. 


Ward No. 28. 


Belliaghatta Main Road, 2/1, 168/26 and 2/3. 
Canal East Road, 52/2, 52/3, 52/4, 62/5/1, 52/7, 62/8, 52/9 and 62/10. 


Chaulpatty Road, 2/3, 12, 19B/2, 28, 29, 29/1, 30/1, 82/4, 84/2, 854, 86/1, 37, 
30/8 amd 40/1. i! 4 : : 


Ward No. 





. 


Canal Kast Road, 2, bi, 9/39, 9/20, 9/22, (10/4 and 3018) 10/6, Af aft 

12/6, (14/3, 14/5, 14/7, 14/8 and 14/16), 14/1 ‘dil 21/1, 

42/1, 42/36/1, 4874, 49/1, ol 1, 51/2, (4A and 46/6" ana ), 21/2 
17/4, 17/5, 16/4 (2), 20, 14/28, 14/2), 14/19, nr, /1-@) and 44/4. 

Daspara Road, 5. * 

Gurudas Dutt sisi Tane, 14, 

Harish Neogi 10, 19/19 (3), 20, 20/242), 19/8 (2), 19/4, 19/1, 
19/12 O° A ey, Dear hg and ie /12/1.” BA (ASIA (Bhs AML 2B: 

Kankurgachi Road, 35, 

Manicktola Main Road, 28/1. 

Muraripukur Road, 15/10/5, 88 and (46 and 46/1/1). 


Uliadanga Main Road, 2/12, 149/1 and 104. 


€ 








am 


Ward No. 30. 
Belgachia Road, 83/H/11. os 





Ward No. 





Barrackpore ‘Trunk Road, 25/1. ‘ 
Cossipore Road, 90, ae 
Kali Kumar Banerji Lane, 19, 

Pran K, Mukherji Road, 2/2, 11/1/H/1, 11/1/H/3 and a 
Preonath Mukherji Road, 6/H/2. SE hea 
Ram Gopal Ghose Lane, 7. kee 
Sugar Works Lane, 1. HATE fae 









Dated Caloutta, the 23rd August’ 1928, 


‘Memo,—By Sin Onanues ; : i 
aes I Y eee ae Coa ©.1,¥., -M.V.0,, Commis- 


sig of Wie follwiniy toFwirded do th. 
at biApal Taeal Self pa remnpieat Desk He waey ‘to the Government 


No. F. B. 2200 / 165-28, dated Calcutta, the 22nd August 1925. 


From—Carrain. Berwarn A, Wi Shi 
rele he Riad Chief Officer, 
To—The Secretary’'to the Government of Bengal, Tiocal Self- 
Government Department. 


(Through Sm Cusnues Traarr, xr., 6.13%, M-v.0., 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta.) 


T have, the honour to submit the following report on the working 
of the Calcutta Fire Brigade for the year ending the $1st March 1928 


2. The. year has been a normal one, and no specially serious fires 
have occurred. The most serious incident of the year took place at 
No. 2, Brojo Kumar Set Lane on 7th December 1927 at 1121 rs, 
when a comparatively slight fire was attended with loss of life to 
nineteen persons. 


The building was a two-storied wooden building, about 63 feet 
dy 23 feet; the ground floor comprising six small shops, and the upper 
floor accommodating some thirty-three people who lived in small rooms 
opening on to verandahs on three sides of the building. This floor 
was served by a smal] wooden staircase, about one foot ten inches in 
width, which was evidently destroyed in the early stages of the fire. 


3.\ In the ‘course of enquiries into the disaster, various’ breaches 
of the building oe Mab wete found, and the City Architect to the 
Corporation of Calcutta remarked in this connection that “the unsuit- 
ability ofthe hut for the purpose of dwelling is clear. and the building 
is so much‘ at variance with the regulations that it would a ir to 
have been built without sanction, or subsequently: altered to individual 
inclination, which is common, 


Tt appedrs that effective control over this type of building is not 
feasible with the present staff available under the City Architect, and 
it is hoped that the necessary steps will be taken to remedy this state 
of things. The fire was quickly extinguished, and on searching the 
building nineteen bodies were found. Prior to this discovery there was 
ne indication or information that people were residing in the building, 
and there is little doubt that they perished before the Fire Brigade 
was called, On arrival of the Fire Brigade the building was fully 
alight from end to end, and had partially collapsed, 


Tt’ was definitely ascertained that a delay of some ten | {o_ fifteen 
minntes took place before the call was given to the Fire Brigade. 











there are numerous telephones in the immediate vicinity, and 
various. street drealarion within easy reach. 
“Owitig +6 the lack of observance of building regulations in Caloutta 





“are many: tionally dangerous fire risks, and unless: super 
aia thin portinent i" mnde more effective there is always a 
“ of such catastrophes. B08 
4. Financial statement.—The statement of receipts and mndi- 
frond saader Wy asuicipalition within the. jurisdiction of 
the | ‘and: Liceised Warehouse (Act T of 1803) is give 
/ rie le’ a i 

















Meeetltas Stan a cabot af tallador fiven or qupposed-fces wal 
ie Sin inane of 0 a compared with the previous fen year, 
ee ; t 
of tied faves, caused by” incendinsles "during. the 
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Meee ener eee een een een ee cEEIETEREESRNEREE== 


6. The number of false alarms, given wilfully is 01, being a slight 
increase on. the figure of the previous year, Tucluded in fs ae 
alarms of fire given wilfully is one recived from w private telephone 
through the Telephone Bi: in which intaice the Bengal Tele: 
phone Company took suitable action. False alarms of this kind are 
Fire. The number of false, alarms due to electrical defects (20) in the 
tame as the previous year, and the number due to lightning on teler 
phone circuits has decreased by 11. 


7. The calls are classified as follows:— 


Fis. Ys ss x by 820 
False alarms, wilful - 2 os o 
‘halo alarmé with good intent - bs uw 
Balvo alarms due to electrical defects «+ is 20 
False alarms caused by lightning on fire alarm circuits n 
Calls for special serviee {house collapse), ote. 8 
601 

‘On 128 days ono fire or supposed fire oecurred +» 138 
On 70 4, two fires aitto baa 140 
On 52, threo fires ditto vd 156 
On 25 4, four fires ditto ns 100 
On 12 4, five fires ditto ma 0 
10m 8 on sie fires ditto > 0 
Un 34, soven fives ditto Es 2 
On 2, Wighit fires ditto * 16 
On Lay tots fires ditto gs 0 
601 


8. ‘The actual umber of calls received during the year was 978 
as compared with 1231 during the previous year. These figures 
include intstances where more than one call was received for, the same 
fire, find ave given so that the means by which these calls were received 
can’ be classified. ‘These calls were transmitted ax follows :— 


‘Three hundred and eighty-nine (431 in 1926-27) by street fire alarms; 
541 (428 in 1926.27) from private telephones through the Bi ant 
Government Exchanges; 6 (62 dur Huot from Police direct 


fire telephones ; 2238 during I by, messengers. giving informa- 
tion at Fite Brigade stitions: | 20° (20. daring. 192687). from, Fire 
Brigade look-out men at ‘various Fire Brigade stations, 


9, It is Satisfactory to tiote that in seventy cases the first infornin- 
tion of fires was received by means of street fire alarms. On the other 
hand ninety malicious false alarms were Teceived throngh this system, 
anil in very few cases Were the offenders apprehended. Fires 
in 38 premises licensed wider the Licensed Warehotise ‘and Pir 
Brignde Act J of 1893, as compared with forly-thive in the previous 


‘W. Tn 514 ‘cases fires were extinguished y means of first-aid 
nnachines, chemical fine extinguishers cee UY sate by sateen 
firemen, or by the occupants before the arrival of the Fire Brigade ; 
in 73.cases by one motor fire engine, in 41 cases by cutting ont switches; 
i 25 eos by ome Line of owe from hydrants in 26 eas hy wo 

es; in 8 cases by sand: in 7 cases by three ‘engines ; 


i 











1 Fite 1oss.—The total caused by five and water duti 
To Rrenaitionste het rah pee 
‘as compared with the previous year, ‘The average damage sper fire is 
Be. 2,180 as canara with me sveraee, for fie last panne of 
is Be 13,1458. eraaete ee 
12, The fire loss per fire is classified as follow: 
(349 fires under Rs. 100. ° 
104, from Re, 100 to Rs. 1,000, 
: 43, from Re, 1,000 to Ra. 5,000. 
14 ,, from Re, 5,000 to Rs. 20,000, 
10, from Re. 20,000 to Re. 1,00,000. 








‘The following swumaries are given in the Appendix :— 


District in which fires or supposed firy occurred _ n 
‘Damage caused by fire, etc., in various districts a mt 
Short reports of fires of Rs. 20,000 damage and over Iv 
‘Number of “ 'Turns-out ” from each Fire Station, os v 
Causes of fires and classes of buildings affected ad’ VL 
13, ne new motor fire engine of 600-800 gallons 


y with firstwid tank and. reel, and a 50 feet telescopic 
Tadd (Ajax) (motor pump No. 18), was placed in commission ena 
the year. 

‘The following is a list of the prinoy iances now ii i 
or eae te eae nds. 

Sixteen motor fire engines as follows :— 

Two motor pumps 600-800 gallons per minute capaci 
scaling ladders, etc, (motor pump Nos. 2 and 18), 

‘Two motor pumps 500-700 gallons per minute capacity, fitted with 
5H feet telescopic ladders, ete, (motor pumps Nos. 1 and 15). 

Two motor punips 450-550 gallons per minute capacity, fitted with 
telescopic ladders, first-aid cylinders and reels, scaling “ladder, ete. 
(motor pumps Nos. 9 and 10), 

‘Three motor pumps 450 gallons per minute capacity, fitted with 
sealing Indders, ete. (motor pumps Nos. 8, 11 aiid 14), . 

‘Three notor pumps 400-500 gallons per minute capacity, fitted with 
telescopic Iadders, first-aid cylinders and reels, etc. (motor pumps 
Nos. 5, 6-and.7). 

Three motor pumps 250 gallons per minute capacity. fitted with 
telescopic ladder, first-aid cylinder and reel, etc. (specially designed 
for ca in’ narrow. atreets and congested areas) (motor pumps Nos. 3, 12 
and 16), . 

‘One motor trailer pump 250 gallons per minute capacity (specially 
designed for uso. in positions that cannot be reached by the ordinary 
type of motor fire engines). 

‘An emergency tender was converted into a motor fire engine by 
bein fitted with © 250 gallons capacity, pum first-aid tank and reel 
tnd 40 feet extension Ider at the Tire Brigade workshops (No. 12). 

One mechanically operated 85 feet motor turntable ladder, one 
motor lorry fitted as emergency tender, two motor cars, two hand-drawn 
steam fire engines, one 60 feet turntable ladder (converted for towing 
ehind motors), 24 hook ‘Taiders, 60 scaling ladders, 11 smoke helmets 
and breathing apparatus, 52,200 ‘of 2} inch unlined canvas hose, ete. 


Motor pump’ No, 4 (350-450 gallons per minute capacity) was ‘eon- 
Aemned as being unfit for any future use. 
"The are distributed as follows :— 
He Five motor fie engines (os. 2, % 14, 15 and 16); 
‘motor trailer ‘one motor emergency tender; one motor 
lorry tro. ares id hook ladders; 25 scaling Indders; 7 smoke 
hholinets ; and 23,000 of 2f inch canvas hose, 

c ive motor fire engines (Nos. 1, 3, 10, 12 and 18); 

Central Avenue—Five m engines (Nos irra 


motor turitable » "* 
fi Stee sealing 7 4 smoke helmets; and 12,600 feet of canvas 


_ihitpore.— 0 motor fire engines (Nos. 6 and 7); one hand-drawn 
igine; 2 hook Indders and 10 sealing ladders; and ¥,125 
‘canvas hose, one 60 feet turntable ladder, 


* . 





yy, fitted with 
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Howrah—Two motor ’fire engines (Nos, 6 and 8);-one hand-drawn 
steam fire engine; 1 hook ladder; 9 saling ladders;, and 6,875 feetof 
canvas hope. j ' sr te bh Be 
Garden Reach-—One imoior fire engine (motor pump No, 1), 4 
scaling ladders and 3,200 feot of canvas. hose. ee 
It is estimated that the motor appliances travelled 10,636 miles 
during Ue suse eee tes eal 


14. Fire stations.—Appendix V gives the number of times each 
fire station has been po out in response to fixe calls, together with 
monthly statements, 

Fire Brigade headquarters is still located in rented premises in 
Corporation Place. Negotiations are now in progress for the acquisi- 
tion of a suitable site, and it is hoped that new headquarters will be 
provided at an early date as the present premises are most unsuitable, 
and have not the accommodation required for either the staff or the 
pumps. 

In this connection a reserve building fund is being created by 
placing a sum of money annually to this fund, and at present 

3 130,000 is invested in 5 per cent: Government Bonds. 

Owing to the provision of extra fire stations and’ulterations to one 
existing fire station no provision has been made for this fund during 
the forthcoming year, : 

The fire risk in the Nimtolla and Burra Bazar areas continues to 
increase, and the congestion of traffic in that part of the city frequently 
delays fire engines en route to fires, 

A serious fire occurred in the timber yard area, Nimtolla, in March 
1927, and as a result a special committee was appointed to. consider 
what precautionary measures should be..adopted to minimise. ‘the 
existing riska, 

Meetings were held in August and December 1927, and at the latter 
meeting I submitted a comprehensive list of precautions which should 
be adopted in regard to the timber yard. 

T concur with the recommendation of thé committee that a Fire 
Brigade station with two motor fire engines and accommodation. for 
the necessary crews should be provided in the immediate locality, and 
accordingly engeavours have been made to find a suitable site, Land 
is very difficult to obtain in this part of the city, but it has been ascer- 
tained that a site can be hired from the Commissioners for the Port 
of Calcutta on P. ©, Tagore Ghat Road, and negotiations in this 
cotinection are now. in: progress. 











Financia] considerations render the provision of a new station 
improbable the immediate future, but T have submitted a scheme 
for a temporary station on the site referred to. This station will house 
the fire appliances required, and the necessary crews ‘will be sent from 
the existing station at Central Avenue, each crew doing a cycle of duty, 
and being provided with quarters at Central Avenné Fire Station. 


The staff proposed for this station is two drivers and twenty men 
including jemadars. and provision will be made accordingly in the 
budget for the forthcoming year. 


15. Owing to the increase of fire risks in the Howrah and Sibpur 
area it has been decided to motorise the existing fire station.at Sibpun- 
This station was originally ‘ult for'a hand machine, and. in order to 
provide accommodation for a moior fire engine it is necessary ‘to extend 
the station. 4 - a 
Plans of the necessary alterations have been made, and the ‘cost of 
the qiroject is included i the bndget for tho oabtited year. 
When the station is in commission, the protection of Howrah’ and 
the surrounding district will be greatly improved, espe “del 
may ‘occur at any. time in’sending. fire engines 
stations should the bridge across the river be open for 
fea. Ths sation will operate in conjunction win" al 
Negotiations ‘are also in progress for the acquisition of in 
Kalighat and Palnier'd Basie afecn-for Ane ereteiog oP Gis Son 
lance stations. Tt is hoped to include provision for the same in the 
bry nates fet of A vchoan tou Pe ape) 5, 
,,, 16. Industrial and other firé risks in! both these areas are rapidly — 
increasing and the provision of extra fire protection is’now's eb 
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= li. 2ssipm aphegromebes of the Brigade during the year was 224 


cat 3 “ 
One Chief Oificer, 1 Second Officer, 1 Chief Engineer, 5 Sti 
Ollcers, 8 Engincers, 7 European firemen, 1 Warckouse tspetee 3 
clerks, 1 si one. operators, 2 carpenters, 2 lathe 


3. telep! 
fitter 1 blacksnith, 1 head tindal 15 tindale, i 
Seieee o perbias Fortes, Teel and "Indian prt sali 


es conduct and discipline of this force throughout the year has 








18. Fatalities and accidents—Appendix VI gives short report: 
Cee nae  e 


“During the year under review the number of lives lost was 31 as 
compared with 9 during the previous year. ‘The increase is due to the 
serious loss of life which occurred on 7th December 1927 (as noted at 
the commencement of this report) and to two cases of suicide by burning 
included in this number; 17 persons were injured at fires as compared 
with 33 during the previous year. 





Firstaid was rendered where necessary by the Fire Brigade, and 
the injured persons conveyed. to hospitals by ambulances. 


19. Water-supply.—Considerable benefit has been derived from the 
provision. of the new electrically driven pumping machinery at the 
Mullick Ghat and Watgunge Pumping Stations, and shortage of water 
in the areas supplied by mains is now a somewhat rare occurrence, 
except where the mains are of too small a capacity. This occurs in 
various growing localities where the original small mains have not been 
replaced by mains of adequate diameter. 








There have however been occasions when the machinery has had to 
be closed down forthe purpose of relaying mains, repairing burst 
mains, hydrants, ete., and during such periods there is very grave risk 
of serious fires ‘occurring. Improvised arrangements have had to be 
organised by the Fire Brigade, and fortunately such arrangements 
haye so far been successful in dealing with any fires which have 
occurred, but the possibility of serious confagrations ocoarring during 
stich periods gives rise to considerable apprehension. 


It is regrettable that more sluice valves for the purpose of dividing 
up’ the water system into different areas are not provided. Under 
existing conditions when it is required to make repairs, the whole 
system has to be closed down, or the water pressure reduced to # 
minimum, The time taken to increase the pressure at the pumping 
station and before the benefit of the same is felt at a fire is appreciable, 
and on various occasions shortage of water has been experienced parti- 
cularly at the commencement of a fire, when low pressure only has 
been maintained at the pumping stations, 


Schemes for relaying the mains are now in progress, and, when 
completed, will undoubtedly be beneficial, 

20, ‘The provision of Water Inspectors by the Corporation has had 
the effect of preventing a certain amount of waste owing to unauthor- 
ised persons opening hydrants for the purpose of obtaining water, and 
neglecting to turn off the supply again. Much remains to be done as 
there is a considerable amount of waste constantly occurring. Toi 
prevention of this waste will enable the Fire Brigade to obtain a much 
more efficient supply of water during operations at fires, 


“21. Phe ‘condition of hydrants also requires attention, Tt is no 
umumual oceatence for the Wire Brigade to arrive at a fire and find 
ihe mensent avaible rants out of order, Thi ental, mark deley 
in getting to work, and causes unnecessary fre damage 

‘22. Regarding the provision of a system of fire mains in the 
ChitpurComivar area T regret to have again to report that no, water 
eee ttable in this area save that obtained {rom various tanks in the 

Feet awe tanks are being filled ‘upon sanitary grounds ‘and 
and water shortage is a matter for serious con- 
: sn svi sila, nd she 

Mery lange fires occurring. 1 understand that a 

< mply in this area’ ie, under: dis- 


i Srp 
cignie for the Erdutaite action may be taken at an early date, 
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23, ‘The water scarcity at Howrah gives ground for the 
apprehension and the situation has been pointed out. to the aw 
of that municipality on numerous occasions. Nothing has however 
‘been done. Ponds are few and far between in this locality, and many 
of these are being filled up and it is now no unusual event to use as 
many as two hundred sof hose, each 75 feet long, to obtain a 
supply for fire extinguishing. The situation in this area is: rapidly 
becoming impossible. 


I feel convinced that if a water-supply scheme is not provided there 
every likelihood that eonfagrations will result, and whole districts 
will be devastated. At present should a fire gain headway there ix in- 
sufficient water to extinguish it. It is remarkable that more serious 
fires have not occurred in this area during the past few years. ‘The 
Jocality is becoming more congested, and _fire-risks are becoming more 
numerous and more grave. I can only add that the seriousness of the 
situation has been emphasised for many years. 








24. Fire float.—The fire float (5,000 gallons per minute capacity) 
is stationed on the river opposite Princep's Ghat, and was turned out 
on ten occasions during the year. 


25, Street fire-alarms, telephones and electrical communications —1 
am pleased to he able to report that all street fire-alarms, telephones, 
ete. have heen maintained in a satisfactory state of repair and efficiency 
hy the Rengal Telephone Company, and the thanks of the Fire Brigade 
are due to the telephone operators and the staff of the Company for 
their prompt attention and ready assistance at all times 


Three hundred and -eighty-nine calls were received over the fire- 
alarms system. This system is most advantageous in transmitting 
calls direct to the Fire Brigade and is now thoroughly appreciated by 
the public, On many-occasions requests have been received from tl 
residents in various localities to have a fire-alarm erected in the vicinity, 
and such requests receive due consideration and attention. 





The large number of false alarms given wilfully. by. misguided 
individuals over the fire-alarm system is a matter of regret and con- 
siderable concgrn. Undoubtedly such persons do not realise that whilst 
the fire engines are away from their stations on vain errands, they are 
not available to respond to genuine calls, and consequently if. the 
number of false alarms inereases the number of fire engines and firemen 
will have to be increased proportionately. I regret that few af the 
offenders have been arrested. : 


26, Inspection. Department.—Theatres, cinemas and places. of 
pre amusement are inspected hy an official of the Corporation of 

leutta under the Municipal Act, Many Indian theatres are badly 
designed, and the construction is bad; overcrowding frequently. takes 
place, and I would a here the-necessity for stiicter adherence 
to the Corporation byelaws for theatres. Generally speaking the 
European theatres ond cinemas tite reasonably safe so far as the risk 
from fire is concerned. 





27. In connection with the Licensed Warehouse and Fire Brigade 
Act T of 1893, 6,991 inspections of warehouses have been made during 
the year. Four hundred and forty-seven applications and complaints 
have been attended to and disposed of. One hundred and fourteen 
prosecutions were made under section 14 of Act I of | 189:, which 
resulted in'48 persons being fined, amounts aggregating in all Rs, L115; 
8 persons being warned aid discharged, 11 persons were acquitted, 
cases were withdrawn and 38 cases were filed, no trace’being found of 
the accused, 


28. General.—The Calcutta Fire Brigade protects the city of 
Calcutta and the Muntofpality of Howrah and tay attend fines pataias 
the, boundaries of the (not e: a radius of 6 miles. from 
the central fire station}, provided appliances ean te spared, on it 
of a prescribed fee, total area protected: is approxi 120 
square miles, dn od Laer 


G Sara 
‘increasing, and no. less. than 16,208, calls, wens. 
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received during the past twelve months. It is unsatisfactory to note 
that there was unn delay in responding to 897 calls owing to 
the fact that all the ambulances were engaged on other calls, Usually 
the delay amounted only toa few minutes as ambulances were sent on 
to these calls immediately on their return to their stations, but it is 
hoped that the strength of the deparment: will be materially increased 
‘at no distant date so as to obviate any delay of this nature, 


Owing. to no beds being. available in hospitals there was duluy jn 
disposing of 1,265 cases, and now before ambulances are sent out for 
ceases of ordinary sickness in houses, the person requiring the ambulance 
has to make previous arrangements for accommodation in hospital. 


_ ofthe figures, quoted above include instances, where persons hove been 
picked up on the streets and taken to hospital. Tt is mo unusual 
Gectirrence to have a case in an atubulance for several hom going 
from hospital to hospital in search of a vacant hed. 


Street beggars have been a great nuisance to the department. No 
16 ¥ 


Joaa than 1,776 hours have been occupied in dealing with cases of this 
class. 


Appendix VIII gives a brief sumnnary of the work done, and 
‘Appendix IX gives the rules governing the department. 


The staff consists of 10 drivens and 20 attendants with 12, motor 
ambulances. Several of these machines have been in commission for 
eight years and now require to be replaced by new ones. 

The department is financially, maintained by the Government and 
the Corporation of Culeutta, 

‘The receipts during the year amounted Rs, 3,127 and the total 
expenditure was Rs, 67,950. ‘The contribution from the Government 
was Rs. 11,500 and the balance of Rs. 63,323 was paid by the Corpora- 
tion of Caleutta, 


Detailed Statement of Expenditure under head “ Contingencies” 











for 1927-28. 

>Re a. P. 
1. Lighting quarters, ete. a So D8 
2, Clothing .- ¥ + + 6420 8.6. 
3. Rents, rates and taxes B +. 48,829 49 
4, Pension .. 4 py ++ 6,055 18 0 
5. Reward ,, ‘ 68 0 0 
6. Canvas hose on pene «14,044 12. 6 
7, Petty repairs and construction .. we LIOR 8-6 
“6. Implements Bs sd iF 5202 0 
9. Repairs to engines... ee +. 10,080 8 8 
10, . Maintenance of telephone lines .. +. 8486.18 3 
11. Coal, wood and miscellaneous stores +. 26,457 10 9 
12, Spare'parts and engine stores .. a 7914 15 5 
13. Petrol and oil 9487 5 3 
14, Miscellaneous oy e ++ 7,680 10 10 
15, Recreation Club. ve ras 900 0 0 
16. Fire alarm street posts 21,450 0 0 
17. One light motor van ~ -. 4300 0 0 
18. One motor fire engine ~ + 26,791 7 1 

19. Reserve Fund for the construction of perma- 
nent headquarters .. + +. 29,042 8 6 


‘Total .. «+ 226,088.12 2 








Statement showing receipts and expenditure 
‘The year opened with a balance of Mt, 16,065-11-10 and the receipts amounted to Re 
Re. 25,209-9.9 at 


‘Abstract of Receipts and Disbursoments of the Fire Brigade 




















Budget | Actual re- 
ae ne ipts for Decrease. 
a 1927-28, 
1927.28, 
Re. Be, am 7 Ras. 2. 
Balance at tho boginning of 
=f F 16,963 11 10 oe 
Proportionate cost payable 
rad 
Corporation of Caleutta | 3,51,008 |8,51,003 0 0 din 
‘Howrah Municipality 57,248 | 07,248 0 0 - 
4,08,911 |4,08,011 0 0 
Feos undor fireworks 50 00 0 
Foes under: Potrotenm Act 5,000} 6,009 0.0 
































5,00 | 6,139 0 0 sy 
1,000] 7323 8 6 2767 6 

soo} 1729148 sil 

Tnterest on Government 

Promissory Notes. | 4,800} 4,870 0 4 120 15.8 
6,000 | 6826 7 1 3772 
4.19,961 [4.98860 2.11 30717 2 
Payment by 

Corporation of Caleutta 


Howrah Municipality. 








+ | Be. Re ar.) Re ar] Re ar 


Establishment ce | amoa7e first 1s jo]. 7336 3 0 


Contingencies «| 282,456 [2,26,088 12, 2 ron 5,407 3 10 





Other charges r 17.200 | 14,800 0 0 at. 2400 0 0 
Total =... 428,924 |4,13,630 9 2 sees 15,208 6 10 





ere 88 = a . 25,200 9 9 sees a] vase 








Guaxp Tora 3. (498800 211 Rees r 
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APPENDIX It. 








‘Statement showing the number of fires or supposed fires ocourring in each district \pro= 
eeitin ee i Start 


August 


January 
February 


Total 


+ Been 


Cateutta, 


Howrah, 











29 3 32 
32 1 1 34 
57 4 4 65, 
45 6 1 58 
49 7 6 62 
41 3 j 47 
63 6 1 nn 
73 20 4 101 
561 65 27 661 




















November 
December 


1028, 


January 








Rs. 
1,838,775 
41,995 
22,057 

| 50,642 
3,701 
7,980 
5,274 
16,650 
2,393,925 


1,29,183 
35,430 
86,527 


7,066,595 











Re | Re. Rs. 
58,460 | 75,315 
36,820 | 5,015 | 60 100 
16057 | .6,000| .. 
629 13 | 50,000 
3,581 70 160}. 
7980). a 
3744 130| 1400] 
15,260 | 1,340 50 
2,30,880 20] 3025). 
19,103 | 1,05,080| 5,000 
32,1] 1,726 100} 1,500 
60,692 | 20,885 | 3,000] 2,000 
4,384,167 | 2,16,043 62,785 3,600 























APPENDIX: 145, 
os co.) Bhat reports: of fires of Rs, 20/000 and. upwards in 192728: er 
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APPENDIX VI. 
Short reports of fires, ete., involving loss of lite or serious accidents, 
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1927, 





1928, 


‘Total 











1,636 128 6 106. 1,286 
1,101 103 85 96 817 
1,038 ne 93 89 739 
1,096 128 93) 123 750 
4152 100 101 169 783 
1,101 129 83 183 796 
1,180 m1 97 197 715 
1,318 124 3 208 13 
1,181 107 72 204 708 
1,044 18 81 197 48 
1,086 7 81 138 720 
1,651 116 78 127] 1,230 
a4ass | 1,807| 1,013]. 1,827} 10,202 















































Speamatte,” an 
és regulating the use of Motor pied 
ens vg 


on the 16th July, 1924, ate] 
“The ‘wse,of the motor a ae is allowed oe of “S 4 
Ca 


1. 
2 Calcutta in ae lowing cases :— fe 4 
i) Tal accident cases, cases of illness in street and fadlgbour een eo 


Gi) Ththe case of patients esRering noninfectious Pdiganaes 
ho are intended to itals ae ee 
without payment, ie wc of) iim eis requigitionell ae 
by @ doctor, a 
iii) Im the case of mis suffering fae nami octionlliseeney 
who perf belong, to al Sas naval or regwar land forees or the 
Indian Defen a 
2. Fees aa a phage for the use of tl i apspalences | fn the 4 
following cases atthe rates noted against eath—ve 
‘A. In the case of Caleutta residgttts:— 
Whote a paying patient is conveyed from his home to a hospital. "= 
lor" vice versa, * 








' Rs. a Pe 
(a) For, patients treated in * * * Nursing Homes 
ty or in the Woodburn Block of the Presi- 
daa G Hospital, Turret rooms of the 
Eden Hi , larger ‘five-rupee spine 
purdah cotta fos af the Dufferin, Hates wy 
i in any other hospital or place o! tire on 
Pa payment of a daly charge of Rs. rene 5% oO 
(v) For patients treated in other paying wards of . 
~ hospitals or other places of treatment on puy- ~ 
~- ment of a daily fee of less than Rs, 5 
(i) Tm other than hospital cases, fue. where the a 
jance is ay to convey a patient 4 
railway tate steamer or elsewhere (but tot ~ 
a toa hos ital) and vice versa, the fee will 
§ ordinarily 











(hut the Chief Officer, ‘Fire aa | 
discretion to reduce it, if he thine proper.) 
_- B. In the case of patients (suffering from iopintectiour items 
© outside Calcutta, 
(i) Same rates as in A above plus annas 8 per mile for the astuet 
covered by the ambulance both ways. The services ofthe ambulances 


cannot be guaranteed outside the above-mentioned municipalities but 





ordinarily the ambulanggs will be sent provided they can’ be spared 
from the above a paragraph 5). 
(i) Cases under B¢ 





and 1 (ii) but outaude Calcutta will be charged om 
mileage only, = ‘ he 


3, In all cases in which fees are payable, the amount due must be 
prepaid... The drivers are supplied with a book of vouchers and will 


* * give a pale receipt in return for the proper fee. » ¥ 
> 4. In all cases underlvection 1, motor ambulances will tum outym © 
the requisition of any person if there are reasonable Lane cd ‘to cons 
the gall a bona er ‘one. * ws 
. * ae Ml . . q 


+5. The Chiet Officer, Tire Brigade, has "the option of refusin ogo 
sus the ambulances outside the nwunieipal ed of Calgutta and ite all 
*eqsab in which he has seaaon a dg re ele = 
wand may ilex RulofB(i) ond 3 oils di stom be 
Motor Ambulance for di tious ches, SO HE ied q 
& “sg ip Ne, jees*will be cha infectious in Catoutia. ey 
“Motor ambulances maj) be sent to ] 
te where @ fee of annis 8 per mile will be teeth 


the Chaeh Oficer, Pire Brig 
Ee at’ Bs rj to sand wr eacesr feiss ° 
3 bh howe aileage Charges in speci ies ” 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, BENCAL, 
Final Report on the Cotton Crops of Bengal, 1928-29. 


\Nors.—On an a of the five years ending 1926-27, the area under the cotton crops in Bengol has 
represented some 0-2 per cent. of the total area ‘ander cotton in India.) 
There ate bro erope-tearly ‘and late. . The“ early ” crop is chiefly grown in the 
ttagong Hill Tracts and in the Tripurs State, and to a small extent also in other 
SFE he “late” crop is grown in Bankura and ‘Midnapore. 
of the Season.—Since. ihe publication of the third forecast in December 
last, the outturn of the early crop is reported to have been reduced in the important 
digtriot of the Chittegong, Hill ieee in the Tripura State owing to excessive 
rain before plucking time in October. 
A fairly satisfactory outturn 16 expected for the late crop. 
 gowne—The iotal area sown with early, cotton ix returned, at 77,3096 acres 
(revised), and that with late at T1403 neres (revised), against 76,863 acres and 903 
acres, ively, in the corresponding forecast of last year. 
Phe outturn of the early crop 4s ‘estimated ut 17,446 bales (revised): and 
the late crop at 379 bales (revised), against 19,784 bales ‘and 125. bales, respectively, 
in the corresponding forecast of Inst year. thn 
has, . C. Roy, 


for Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT ON THE FOREST 
"ADMINISTRATION IN THE PRESIDENCY OF BENGAL FOR THE YEAR 
_ ENDING 318T MARCH 1928, 





a GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. ms sae 
Revenue Department. i “f 
Forests. 
to nae » CALCUTTA, var 6rH FEBRUARY 1929. 


RESOLUTION—No,. 1782 For, 
The Annual Progress Report on the Forest Administration in. th 
. Presidency of Bengal for the year ending 31st March 1928, ; 
READ ALso— 


The reports of the previous three years and the Government Resolutions 
thereon. ot 





he), 

Mr. E. 0. Shebbeare was Conservator of Forests, Bengal, till the’15th 
November 1927. From the 16th November 1927, i.¢., from the date of the 
division of the Bengal Forest Department into two circles, to the end of the 

ear, ‘he was in charge of the Northern Circle and Mr. J. Homfray of ‘the 
uuthern Circle. 

The foreword to the report indicates the main problems which are 
before the department. The revenue from forests continues to increase. 
The difference between revenue and expenditure which in 1883-84 was only 
Rs, 3:60 laklis rose in 1926-27 to Rs. 14°10 lakhs and in the year under report 
amounted to Rs. 1647 lakhs. Considering that the total expénditure 
includes both capital and revenue expenditure, the financial results are very 
satisfactory. Increase in expenditure has always resulted in substantial 
increase in revenue; and with this fact in view the officers of the Depart- 
ment from time to time ‘suggest schemes involving fresh expenditure. 
Several paragraphs of the report referring to such schemes betray a certain 
impatience on the part of the officers of the Forest Department, of the delays 
which occur in providing ‘funds for necessary and profitable schemes. 
Government recognize the zeal of the officers of the Department but have had 
oocasion to remark that a certain amount of avoidable delay and unnecessary 
misunderstanding has arisen owing to the unfamiliarity of the Department 
with the Financial Rules of Government. It is necessary for the Forest 

artment to’ adhere scrupulously to the financial rules framed under rule 
87 (9) of the Devolution Rules. ‘Provided they do ‘so, the Department may 
rest, assured that Government will consider their schemes for the necessary 
Sood gh and profitable development of the State forests with the greatest 
sympathy. : 

2. The reorganisation of the administration of the Sundarbans Foredt 
Division is the most pressing improvement under the consideration of 
Government, : 

~The proposal about the formation of a Silvicultural Division is also 
“under consideration, f = ; 

The scheme for the re-adjustment of boundaries between. reserved 
forests and Government estate forests in Cox's Bazar and Chittagong 
Divisions involving release of some forest land for cultivation and transfer 
of certain ee Ikhas forests to the Forest Department is an important 


imp: t. The scheme was started by the Department before its finan- 
Gat aspect as a whole had-been acs ai before it had gone into the 


150 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 14, 1929, 





budget through the schedtiles “of new expenditure.” ‘Steps 
Pao regalarize thé position.” if want 

3. Area.—The area of reserved forest increased by 4 
5,303 square miles. ‘The area of protected forest diminished by 1,630 acres 
in the Dacea-Mymensingh. Division due to, its, reservation. ‘here was no 
change in the area of unclassed forests. Including the unclassed and other 
forests, the total area under the control of the Forest Department thus 
practically remained unchai i i 

4. The average cost of demarcation of boundaries of khas forests in 
Chittagong Division decreased from Rs. 20 to Rs. 15 per mile. 

Orders approving the final boundary between the Cinchona and Forest 


Departments in the district of Darjeeling were issued after the close of the 
wr 





5. Working plans.—The revised working plans for the Jalpaiguri and 
Buxa Divisions were under Ss, ame and the revision of the Kurseong 
working plan was in progress. The period for revision of the Sundarbans 
working plan has been extended, 

The full programme of regeneration could not be carried out but 2,435 
acres were taken up during the year, against 1,994 and 1,511 acres in the 
two previous years. Some striking figures are given which demonstrate the 
value to the State of the new plantations which are being laid down under 
the present system of artificial regeneration. Five square miles of sal 
(shorea se pepe aoe a Ab prescribed in the working plans have been raised 
artificially. The crop on this comparatively small area will be worth about 
Rs, 224 lakhs on maturity. ‘The total outlay on this area, including the cost 
of formation and upkeep of the area, with compound interest, will be 
recovered from the sale of thinnings long before the crop matures. 

6. Natural calamities.—A cyclone passed through the Ramgarh Sita- 
kund and South Sitakund Ranges in the Chittagong Division in April 1927 
and caused considerable damage to the forest buildings. The Tista, Mechi 
and Hasimara rivers caused some damage this year also. The Basra is show- 
ing a tendency to alter its course. ‘The river Sankos has returned to its old 
bed. The silting up of rivers in the Chittagong Hill Tracts is taking a 
serious turn. 

In the Kalimpong Division the planting up of landslips was taken up. 

7. Utilisation.—The band mill which was started at Siliguri in April 
1926, was employed on the conversion of sal and did good work. The largest 
demand for sawn timber was from the Eastern Bengal and other Railways. 

8, Khedda.—Departmental khedda operations in the Buxa Division 
resulted in a net profit of Rs, 5,048 against Rs. 2,319 in the previous year. 
Departmental khedda operations in the Chittagong Hill Tracts resulted in 
the capture of 32 elephants, of which, 4 died, 1 escaped, 1 was shot and 5 
were released. ‘The profits of these operations amounted to Rs. 14,400, 

9. Outturn, revenue and expenditure.—The stead, increase in outturn 
and revenue was maintained. |The revenue increased from Rs. 31,23,842 in 
1926-27 to Rs. 33,49,479 in 1927-28. The. total. ex] iture was 
Rs. 17,02,455 in 1927-28 agai Rs. 17,384,759 in 1926-27. expenditure 
included little over Rs. 9 lakhs on conservancy, maintenance and. regenera- 
tion and the balance of about Rs. 8 lakhs on establishment. , : 

‘The amount spent on construction and repairs of roads and bridges, was 
Jess than that in the previous year. The important new works carried on 
during the year were the conversion of a. tion of the Sukia-Manibhanjang 
and Rambi-Lalkuti bridle paths in the arjeeling Division into cart roads. 
Seven bridges commenced in 1926-27 in the Buxa Divisi 
during the year and one new bridge was constructed, © { 

The amount spent on construction of ponding was slightly less. 
that in the previous year. The most important bui ding constructec he 
Divisional Forest office at Darjesling. ‘The amount spent on up f 
existing buildings was, however, ‘a little more than that of the p 








r 





Ie affected by the 
> ‘Rangamati Hi, A 


small experiment directed to the problem of afforestation Pike district of 
‘Bankura was carried on last year. 

ie 2,440 were paid as rewards for killing tigers. Only one person 
was killed by a tiger during the year against an average of 13 during the 
previous five years. : 

‘The thanks of the Governor in Council are due to Messrs, Shebheare 
and Homfray for their successful administration of the Forest Circles. His 
pescponn es Council also notices with pleasure the record of good work 
done by other officers of the Department referred to in the report. — 

“ OnvER.—Ordered that the above resolution be published in the Calcutta 
Gazette. 

_. Orperep also that a copy of the above resolution be forwarded to the 
Conservators of Forests, for information. 


By order of the Governor in Council, . 
i. c. Vv. PHILPOT, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal (offg.). 


t 
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IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, BENGAL, > 
‘ a et ti is alle eae a) 
| eanals in Bengal classed as Major Works and jinor Works and 
. | the month of December 1928 as compared with the 
previous years Hit My slyp 





























cision ‘Welght of cargo. 
Porta” | snout 
| 
‘Fons) | Tons: 
Major Works. i 
Mlidnapore Canal! a noo | 29,870]. 10,050 |. a,s50] » 24ea-}, 90,8085 
Hijili Tidal Canal» - 590 | 38,942 1,050 2,035 3 1,000} 61,127. 
‘Total a 2,579 68,821 11,700 13,575 Badd 92,022 





RR rect 


‘Minor Works and Navigation. 




















Calcutta and Eastern Canals 917,648 974,066 | | 88,237 | 2,836,706 
‘Tolly’s Nala . 210,283 207,871 8,248, 73,549) 
ipur Bil Route .. 1,646,344 14,697 11,063 | 2,80,674 
‘Total 1,674,275 40,862 599,434 57,548 | 6,89,879 

at Channels. « 46,499 . 2,823 3144 20,750 

‘Orissa Coast Canal a 23,691 . + 1,202 19,042 
Gnawp ToraL 1,744,465, 40,862 602,257 61,984 | 6,290,671 





























Canal Weight of caren. Rafts ‘ottage. 
During tbe [fo end ofthe | Daring the [ro end ofthe | Duxing he | To end ofthe 

4 acing the |Tocnd ofthe | Pouthn | month. "| mouth, | month. 

-| —- 
‘Tons. ‘Tons. ‘No. ‘No. Rs. ‘Re. 
Major Works. 

Midnaporo Canal 1400 | 24,354] 3,650) 21,879] 2,007 | 98,245 
Hijili Tidal Canal 1,128 20,855 os 1,678 1,702 32,226 
Total =. 2001 | 40,209 3050 | 23,457 | 3,700 | 70,472 





Minor Works and Navigation, 



































Caloutta and Eastern Canals: os 44,421 813,311 17,224 33,712 

‘Tolly’s Nala - a 18,637 191,555, 22,244 6,714 

Madasipur Bil Route *. 1 | aa}900 | s86,s88 | 1.815 23,001 
Total as. 107,958 | 1,301,754 40,783 327,291 64,327 42,311 

542,31 
Magrahat Channels .. os 5,495, 41,273 os 3,001 (2,829 18,313 
Orissa Coast Canal “ se 1,442 18,293 or ae 1,219 13,197, 
Guanp Toran... | 114,805 | 1,440,920 | 40,783 | ag0,202 | 08,375 | 6,79,881 
s Ce 
November 1928 
ana, ‘esta, 1028-20, 








—_ 
the To end of the ‘the To end of the 
ts weak"? Phrontn?snonta. 
Ms, Bs. Rs, Ms, 
Smnderbaus Steamer Route s+ GTM 49,36 72004362 
DN, Sen Gurra, 


Personal Assistant to the Chief Engineer 
to the Government of Bengal. 
Caxcurra, the 6th February 1929. \ 
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DISTRICT REPORTS ON WEATHER AND CROPS. 


For the week ending on the 6th February 1929. 


summary.—During the week the rainfall was generally light. and scattered. Ploughing of lands for 
atomn paddy and ju’e continues favourably. Cutting and pressing of sugarcane aro procoading. | The 
pnvnding orops are growing well. The average price of common rice for the provinee has slightly risen as 
mpared with that of the previous week. 





{Pelee of common rlee, in 
seers, Der rupee. 
Charweter of the weather, condition of crops, ete 





ietrigh and subatvt- | Ralntal 
tien 











i poe cee 
: re a A ‘ 
Inches, 
24-Panaawas 0-46 ah 53 | Weather seasonable, | Harvesting of sugarcane is 
going on in Baraset. Fodder and water are 
Diamond Har- sufiient. 
Dovid Yai ysOS 8 8 
Barrackpore .. | 0°31 Fe 5} 
Baraset Nil 6 6 
Basichat | 0:08 6 6 
| 
Mase 5 es ND 5 6 | Wonthor seasonable. Harvesting of sugarcane is 
. going on. Prospsots of standing erops are fair, 
Kushtia. 2. |) 008 6} 6 } 
Map| oN. 6 6} 
Chuadanga .- 0-15 BE 5b 
‘Ranaghibhsoera =H By 3 
Monsmpanan |). Nil mt 71 | Weather seasonable. ” Prospeets of standing orops 
fre good. Fodder is sufficient. »Catile-di 
Lalbagh Nil 7 7 ii reported from thana Mursbidabud in Lalbagh. 
Sermiper 2. utiles BL nt 1 
Kandi Nil 2 1 
Tengen enc |. aw 7 + | Weather seasonable.  Prospeots of standing orops 
fare fair. Cultivation of lands has commenced. 
Thentdah 2. | 0-04 6 6 Fodder and water are sufficient. 
ee ke abo 6 6 
Mevalligains ne}: «th 6 6 
Bongaon 0-39 6 6 
; sie 
peu bide 7 7 | Bffects of weather on crops are fair. Fodder and 


water are sufficient. Export is going on. 
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156 
Sagat | Dott go saint | Rant ‘Character of the weather, condition of erope, ete. 
ts soa. Wat 
1 2 2 A 5 “ 
Inches. 
6| Buxpwax . 0-68 6h 6} | Weather seasonable. ‘Threshing of aman 
is going on. Condition of standing erops is 
‘Asansol 0-42 aR 6f Fodder and water are sufficient. 
Katwa «| Nil a a 
Kalna 0-68, 6} 6) t 
7 | Bmexom 0-08 8} 8} | Weather cloudy. of standing 
ate good. Fodder and water are sufficient, 
Rampurbat Nil “A ef 
8| Barzun ..| Nil 6} 64 | Weather seasonable. 
Visbnupur ..| 0-76 6p 7 
9 | Mmwarore 0-65 w 74 | Weather cloudy. “Ploughing of lands has com. 
mencedin the Sadar circle, Fodder and water 
Contai 0-02 7 8 aro sufficient. 
Tamluk =.» | 9°30 7 7 
Ghatal “ay 0-32 5k 55 
| | Shargram-. 0-04 oj 64 
-10| Hooomy ..| Nil 6 6 | Weather seasonable. Harvesting of potatoes ani 
sugareane continues. Fodder is s it. 
| | Serampore 0-31 5R 5} 
| | Arambagh 0-870 6F 6} 
11 | Hownax 0-30 5} 5}. | Condition of rabi crops is good. Harvesting o 
sugarcane and potatoes is proceeding. 
Vluberia =. | 058 5h By 
12 | Rassnant «| Nil R 74 | Weather cloudy. Prospects of standing efops are 
(comets good. Frdder and water are svfficient. 
LIA). 
Naogaon Nil 1 7 
Nator Nil 6h OF 
13 | Dinasror Nil 6 6 Weather seasouable. Effects of weather on agt 
. cultural operntions are favourable. Fodder ant 
Thakurgaon ., | Nil 7 7 water are sufficient, 
Balurghat .. | Nil 1% 7a 
14 | Jaxearounr Nil 5h 5 | Weather favourable. Condition and o 
pore Pakage tg ap mr oo" 
Alipur Pee ee 5} 5 
15 | Dansunuine .. | 0-34 4 5 | Harvesting of sugareane continues. Potato 
are being sown, Fodder and water 9° 
Kurseong. «. | 0-41 5 5 sufficient. % 
Siliguri pes Rees 5 5 
‘Kalimpong 0-06 5 5 
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mae Character of the weather, condition of crops, ee 
a4 —_|-— s 
Weather seasonable. 1 are i tion 
6 e Lands im preparat 
. for jute and aus paddy. Prospects of stand- 
ing orops are good. Fodder and water are 
sufficient. 
Gaibandha .. Nil 6 6 
11 | Boara 2 Nil a 74 | Ploughing for jute and aus paddy continues. 
| 
| 
18 | Paaw. 5 0-05 6 6 Weather cool. Prospects of crops are good. 
ad J Fodder and water are sufficient. 
Sirajganj Nil 5h 5h 
19 | Mana nt 0-05 ” 1 Weather cool and partially cloudy. Prospects of 
standing crops are good. Fodder water 
are sufficient. 
20 | Cooon Braman Nil 6 6 Weather seasonable. Harvesting of mustard seed 
i i has commenced in places. Preparation of lands 
for autumn ly and jute is gomg o1 
Prospects of standing crops are fair. Fodder 
and water are sufficient. 
21 | Dacoa - Nil 7 7 Weather seasonable. Rainfall at North Sadar 
(Kapasia) (n). Condition of tor pad 
Manikganj.. in) (n) 6 and other rabi crops appears to 
: : : i Fodder and water are sufficient. 
Narayanganj .. Nil ry " 
Munshiganj ..| Nil 6h 6} 
2 | Mysmnsmart ‘Nil 6 6 ‘Weather seasonable Prospects of standing crops 
are normal, Fodder and water are available. 




















(m) Not reported. 





























int feat, 4 
eed 
4 
23 | Ramen «.s)| | 0-08 6 6 | Weather occasionally cloudy. Prospeetsof stand. 
ing orope are fair. Ploughing operation fig 
Goalundo (Raj-| 0-10 ot 54 | autumn crops is ing. Fodder and water 
bai). are sufficient, No large import and export ar 
reported. ogee 
Moderipur .. | 0-07 a 14 \ | 
Gopalganj (a) ou % 1 i 
‘BAKANGANT 008 6 6 | | Weather seasonuble:’ “Prospects of crops are 
34 pana). Sodas and ater ara subclass aa 
Pirojpur «| (Nil 6 6 
Patuakbali | 0-05 st 8} 
Dakshin Sha-| 0-06 t a 
bbazpur (Bhola) 
25 | Camravoxo ..| si |{ She Ge }| Weather very. cold with occasional slouds 
| Proepeots of standing ofops are fain, Fide 
‘ and water are sufficient. Panga salt sells at 
1h eee aight ao ‘ . 16 seors per rupee at Sadar, und 12 seers per 
1 te rupee at Cox's Bazar. 
| i 
| i. 
26 | Twruna Nil oH 63 | Prospeots of crops are fair. 
(Comma), 
‘Brabmanbaria Nil Be Gite 
9°! Guandpur.. |... Nil 7 6R 
27 | Noacmatx ..| Nil a4 74 | Weather seasonable. Fodder und water at 
sufficient. 
Feni a Nil 8 8 
28 | Curvtacoxo 0-20 9 10 | Weather: seasonable. 
29 | Teuna Stare | Nil 8 61 | Weather ssasonable, ‘Transplantation of a 
orape continues. Cattle-disease exists in Sa! 
Fodder and water are sufficien 
Gleansed cotton sells at Rs, 22 to Rs. 4 
per maund and jute at Rs.8 to Re 9 p 
maund. i 
; 
* Burma rice, wet 
(@) ‘The raiofall at Hasdaspur, which fs very near to Gopalyan},ix not shown hero. oe 


Dacos, the Mth February 1929. 1 a ee of a 

















Statement of Accounts for the year ending Sist March 1928, of the Sinking Funds 
Improvement of Calcutta for the 
















repayment of their debenture loans, required under seotion 103 of the Calcutta 
‘Improvement Act, ¥ of 1911. ; 
Partioulare ‘Aapieeate set ‘red a, oY xinount 
“ee Sekai | aac — 
ALel ; repaying oat 
¥ 1928. 4 Rs eB 
6 cont. 12th October | £36,100 and | Nil + | 516,878 10. 5 
Bao ion Rs. 16,700 
‘ get eG CB 
cont. 1st November | £64,600 and | Nit «+ | 0.33,704 6 2 
2 F00 oa Res, 25,300 ‘ 








Res, 2,66,700 





Cash— 
0846 4 0 


‘Becton — 
3,36,000 0 0 
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‘lee, Jocal (common quality). ‘Wheat. Kalai Dal. 
Next, Neat: | Gorrespona: Nest | Coresp 
present | presedl preending | Ingret 
a rat | reich | Sea | ite SERS | ee | tine 
u 1 18 Bis 46. 16 au 18 » 
Ra ar. | Re dr | Rea P| Re. ar] Rs. a7. | Re ase. | Re, ae, | Be. a, v.| Re. 4 
Caleutta 8 30] 8.30] 8 7 0| 612 0| 70 0| 6 oo] 8 oo} BO 78 
Burdwan 5 80] 5 0 0178 01 7.0 0)7 00) 5 40] 9 0 01 9 0 62 
Ranigan} 
Midnapore 
Chittagong 
Daca 
Pabna 
Rangpur 
Sorajganj (Pabna) 
Sarinabari (Mymen- 
singh) - 
‘Narayanganj 
(Dacea) 
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Rear, | Re ae, | Rs. ar, | Rear) Rear] Re ar | Re ar | Rs. ar) Re. a ry 
Caleutte, cu joao] 640] 6 8 0) 8 00] 8 0 0) 7 8 oO} 72 Oo} 7 8 oO] BOO 
‘Burdwan so ol 8 0 0 © 0} 760;/78 0/780 (b) (by ao0 
Raniganj . 
‘Midnapore 2740} 700| 640} 980/98 0] 0 0] 700/58 0/600 
Chittagong: 6 4 0| 610 Of 610 O| 812 O] R12 0] 812 0) 9 8 oO} 9 8 w 00 
Dacea 800) 8 00) 74 0/100 0) 0 0} 9 0 0] 00 0} 0 0} 9 OO 
Pabna tro (@) 50 0] 900) 90 0} 0 0) 70 0) 70 0, T00 
‘Rengpur ory 640/640) 50 0} 0 0}10 0 0} 900 (@ (a) (@) 
Serajganj (Pabna) 
Sarisabari_ (Myman- 
singh) 
Naraye 3 
(acon) 
= 
Mustard. Cotton (unginned). 
Marts. meee ye | present | Xeatg | Gornpond: | reset | yetSing | erm 
Penarne | mregng | greta | Tetarns | Meets | Safctgeae.| vem | "ram | of fat yer 
o » a 32 33 a 3 3 fo 
Rear | Rac | Re aor. | Reva ee | Rs acm | Rs. acm | Ream | Rs. a | Rs ar, 
Caleubta .. ese of10 0 of 1 0 0] 9 0 0] 9 8 oO] 9 4 0) 31 & oO] a2 oO oO} BO 
Ly ‘77 8 oO 600 
Burdwan odo 90 ofa 0 of s so) es al 
Pm 90 0) 800 
* 08 0 
Midnapore: 712 0}10 0 0 pts: 900} 900) 900 
Chittagong | 910 0] 9 8 oO} 8 & Ol] 12 OO] 12 0 O} 10 OO 






































‘Wholesale prices-current of food-grains, salt, ete 
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Sorajganj (Pabna). - 


ote 


ote 








40 918 0 0 
to 


_ to 
230 05 





% Weighted average price. 


4 Priee per 20 Ibe, 
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413 6 





























seedling 4 
"igen | of ft ye 
sa 6 
Rs. av. | Re, Ae & 
Swan | Swan 
4136 | 413 6 
lising aun |Rising sun 
63 6| 636 
Elephant | Elephant 
66 6) 63 6 











-7 
‘ 3 Ne if 
“Bs.a.r,| Bs. a. »,| Rs.a. v,| Bs. a. x, | Bs. a? 


























Dacca, the 8th February 1929. J. 0, Roy, for Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 


~~ 


























Midnapore .. | 19 8 oie 
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tga © -5.€. Rox, for Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 
Third and Final Report on the Winters Rice Crop of Bengal, 1928-29. 


rico in Bengal has 


(Norm.—On un average of the, five yours ending 1920-57. the area uncer w' 
;ndia.) 


re pnecimed wom 184 per cent, of the total area. undor rice in B 
Character of the Season—In the second forecast jssued in December last, the 
weather was altendy reviewed asvhaving, been’ favourable for the crop. The period 
covered by this forecast is that of the harvest, during which conditions were also 
favourable for field operations. 

Acreage—According to the estimates returned by the District Oftivers, the total 
area! unller winter rice is 15,357,400 acres, as compared with 13,210,100-aeres last. year- 
‘The large increase in area is attributed to favourable weather at ‘the time of transplan- 
‘tation. 

‘Outturn —From the summary of the district returns appended, it will be seen that 
Khulna, Bankura, Rajshahi and boul yeport more than a normal erop (iie., 108, 
TiO, 117 and 105 per cent., respectively). | Twelve “listricts report. a normal crop of 
100 per cont.’ teu districts @ crop varying from 80 to 99 per cent. Only one district, 
viz, Nadia, reports a crop of 67 per cent. 

‘As. compared with the second forecast « better hhas»been harvested» in: six 
districts, while in the district of Bakarganj only the crop nas slightly deteriorated from 
the previous estimate. Tn the remaining districts, there has been no change, 

‘Netording to the above estimates, the provincial outturn works up to 99 per cent. 
ay’ against 78 per'centeof the normal: last year, Tn iy opinion the same. percentage 

outtrn a TGtkmated in the second forecast, vis., 105 was reaped for the province as 
a whole. é 
“Accepting 105 per cent, as the provincial outturn, the gross yield of ‘the crop, on 
the basis of a normal yield of 123 ‘maunds of clean grain per acre, is estimated at 
404,500 tons this year as against 4,731,400 tons last year, or an increase ‘of about 


Bee 
56 per cent. 
* ogee G. P, Hacnite, 
\ Paces, the 7th February 1929. © Director of ‘Agriculture, Bengal (off9-)- 
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APPENDIX 1. 


Third and Final Roport on the Winter Rice Orop of Bengal, 1928-29. 
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arpa of November, 


Degli of November, 


November. Normal. 
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The weather was fails favourable on the whole 
‘outtuen is below toe normal owing to: Leoueteut ft 
previously. 


‘The jncrense th area a compared with the, n 
tama i oS nel a." eta a 
irowebin 


‘The weather was favourable and ts eifleete good, 
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‘The weather was favournble, 


‘The weathor was favourable, 


‘The Aoeronae tn aren dv to the tnt, that more, wiser 
‘wa in” the. ehar area of pole 
tiation,” fhe weather was favourasie, 


‘The weather was favourable and Its effects good. 
“The weather was favournble, 


‘Th weather vas favourable and foie good, let 
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‘The weather and its effects were favournble, 
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ADS ‘APPENDIX 11, 
Abstract statement of the estimated acreage and outturn of the winter rice crop of 
Of Bongal, 1928-29. 






Yield (in toos), 








Serta by which 
exes orm 
Nauneted vid of ooo 
sears, [demcets| | acl oan 
years, | gene ge “igh a 
hares | ofan 8. 
Column | Cotumn 9. 
ron A w |on 







Five Ten Pics | Ten 
wears, | youre, years. | year, 


7,404,600 | 4,791,400 | 6,801,100 | 6,860,000 | +50 | 418 | +16 


Pine | Tea Five 
yeire. | years, youre | veare. 


Bengal... }1%,857,400 [18,210,100 |16,804,200 |15,503,00] +16) .. | —2 





APPENDIX III. 


Statement showing the normal and actual rainfall (in inches) in each district in 
November and December 1928. 


LE 


























Tovember, December, 
init. 
Norma. |) Acton Normal, | etal 
Inches, | Inches. | Inches. 
3 0-82 0-01 0-21 
: 0:70 | 0-00 | 0-13 
ay 0-59 0-03 0-10 
o* 0-78 Nil O17 
es > 0-88 0-02 0-14 
- . 0-72 0-00 0-10 
a 0-49 0-02 0-06 
TT 0-66 Nil | 0-08 
a 1-07 Nii 0-13 
i 0-61 Nil | 0-21 
i. 0-64 Nil o-19 
3 0-50 Nil | 0-07 
# 0-22 0-08 0-06 
«4 0-47 0-65, 0-20 
y 0-62, 0-92 0-27 
; | 0-80 | 0-01 | 0-07 
4 | odo Nil | 0-07 
8 | 0-49 Ni | 0-13 
Tap? 0-42 Nil | 0-07 
Sf o7s | 0-01 | 0-18 
] os | 0-04 | 0-10 
0-73 | 0-02 | © 0-22 
134 | 0-13 | 0-20 
Si} aa7 | = 1-25 | 0-86 
/ I] 0-86 | 0-08 | 0-20 
Lasse | oat} 0-87. 
ey ane 0:80 | 0-30 
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8 ‘ Ts fos Sey to iomatade Bogie 
Monthly Weather and Crop. Report of. Bengal for January 1929, 


i i: “ ‘of the month the 
L Character of the Season —During the first sixteerdays” n 
weather was dry, but since then heavy showers fell almost throughout the Presidency. 
The usual rainfall statement is appended. f 

IL, Progress of agricultural operations-—Harvesting. of winter paddy was com- 

ied; thrashing oo eerie fall swing. ‘Transplantation of summer paddy seed- 
ings and cutting and pressing of sugarcane were, proceeding’ favourably, paration — 
‘of lands for jute and other autumn crops was facilitated by the ‘recent showers, 

TIT, State of standing crops—The condition of standing spring crops was reported 
to be generally fair: 

TY. Prospects and probable outturn.—The prospects of lato spring orops improved 
by the rainfall in the latter part of the month, The outturn of sugurcane crop is 
ciuimated at 81 por cont, of the normal and a fairly satisfactory outturn of spring crops 
is anticipated. 

‘V. Damage to standing crops—The rainfall during the latter part of the month 
ig reported to have caused slight damage to the standing rabi crops in parts of Burdwan, 
Bankura, Hooghly and Bogra. 

YI. Condition of agricultural stock.—The condition of livestock was reported 10 
be generally fair. Sporadic cases of ‘cattle-disease were, however, reported from about 
five districts of the Presidency and from the Cooch Behar and Tripura States. 

VII. Failure of pasturage and fodder—The supply of fodder was reported to be 
generally sufficient throughout the Presidency. 

VIII. Prices of food-grains—During the second half of the month the price of 


common rice of the cheapest quality rose in three districts, fell in eight and remained 
stationary in the rest of the Presidency. ‘The prices ranged from 54 seers per rupee in 





| the 24-Parganas to 10 seers per rupee in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 


IX. Condition of agricultural population—The condition of agricultural popula~ 
tion was, on the whole, fair 


~ G. P. Heeror, 
Director of Agriculture, Bengal Aoffg.y. 
Dacca, the 13th February 1920: 





Statement showing the normal and actual rainfall in each district during January 1929. 












Normal | Aetusl 


























‘ion 
Division. Distt Ea eine Division, seaegatlt ita 
ry. faiy 1000. ‘ery. fury 1020 
Tews, | Tnehis, | Anche, Inches, | Inches, | Ineben, 
sepanganne .. |) O42 | ott | 52 85 Rangpur. | 0-86) a48}y anion 
Naat oss) 260] 227) oy J] Bom os | 190} 42-00 
Presidency 4] Mumbidabad.. | 0-87] 101 ‘meld. )| Pada | om] 148 | 149 
Jeno | oo | mat | 41-87 ainda... | ona.) 208] 51-08 
Khuda. | 0-46] 090 | 40-48 ‘ 
Barden. fet] 18 | 40:89 ben ie ee 
irbiwss ou] vat Daca aborts, a Ri es an 
Pankure —., | oan | 1186) 41-40 
burdwan pveitteg aes B es Rakargeny .. |. 0:87 | 098] 40:01 
Hooghly. | 0-87] | 227 | 41-90 onittagong .. | 0-21] 01 | -0-20 
Hawrn ssf) 048 || 298) 41-08 Tomer. | 0-87 | oo | 0-08 
Cmeacons TT count. | 024 | 00) 0.48 
+ RM teabies bse euiingong mn. | one | nmr) 00 
Dinajpar ove) 29 | 434 Tracts, x 
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summary.—D: 


DISTRICT REPORTS ON WEATHER AND CROPS, 


For the week ending on the 13th February 1929. 


‘the week there was pract 
jn come West Bengal istricts. 
jovourable jons, 

{ops are reported to be gen 
cjaut 0738 per cent. as compi 


tically io rainfall-"excepting light and scattered sh 
abt cia at tillage for jute and other autumn crops is orciedee: oer 


and pressing 


‘of sugaroane continue. ‘The state and prospects of standing 


ly fair. ‘Tho average price of common rive for the province has 
jared with that of the previous week. 9 tog; the: province “bas allah by 


























rc of common hn 
sega |iaseyand gab | Batata my Pei ‘Character of tue weather, condition of crop ete 
bu ‘This week. | Previous week. 
4 A 3 ‘ 6 ‘ 
Inches. 
1 | 24-Pancanas 0-19 5h 5g. | Weather seasonable. “Harvesting of sugarcane is 
going on in Baraset. Fodder and water are 
Diamond Har- sufficient. 
dour gelpo! 0-38) 7 8 
Barrackpore ..| 0°62 5k 5k 
Baraset «+ 120 6 6 
Basirhat 1:30 6 6 
2 | Napia . 0-15 (n) 5} | Weather soasonable, Prospects of standing. crops 
are fair, 
Kushtia Nil (n) 6h 
Meherpur (m) (n) 6} 9, 
Chuadanga ++ 0-04 (n) St 
Ranaghat «+ 0-50 (n) bh 
3 | MonsHipaBaD Nil 73 7} | Weather seasonable. Prospeots of standing crops 
5 are good. Cattle-diseaso is reported from thana 
Lalbagh -| Nil 7 7 Murshidabud. Fodder is sufficient. 
Jangipur ++ (n) (n) a 
Kandi oe (n) (a) ary 
4 | Jessone -| Nil 7 vf Weather scasonable, Cultivation’ of lands con- 
tinnes, Prospects of standing crops are fair. 
Jhenidah «+ 025 6 6 Fodder and water are sufficient. 
Magura | 0-09 7 6 
Narail vel Ors 6 6 
Bongeon =. | 0-17 6 6e 
5| Kuvuwa  - 0-10 7 7 Effects of woather on rops are fair. Fodder and 
water are sufficient, Export is going on, 
Satkhira 0-75 i 7 
Bagerhat 
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10 


n 


12 


13 


45 





Baxkura 


Vishnupur 


Mipnarore 
Contai 
‘Tamluk 


Ghatai 


Hooeux 
Berampore 
Arambagh 


Hownan 


Uluberia 


RagsHaur 
Boaura). 

Naogaon 

Nator 


Dixasror 


Thaknrgoon .. 


Balurghat 
JALPAIGURI 
Alipur 
Dansexirxo 


Kurseong 





0-59, 
0-32 
Nil 


0-20 
Os 
0-55 


0-67 
Nil 


Nil 
Nil 
0-02 
0-12 


0-34 
©) 
Nr 
0-88 
0-75 


Nil 


Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


Nil 
Nil 


Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
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5t 
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iy 
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64 
8h 
3 
8h 
8b 


64 
6} 
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=] 








Weather sonable, Threshing of aman... 
isalanogh itahed Condihicn et standingseea f 
pod Mallar andi ereine aon, tetaiene 


Weather oocasionall; mite 3 Prospects of stand. 
ie Pe are ee: fodder and water are 
sufficient. 


Weather unusually: weti and cool. Pressing of 
sugarcane continues. 


Weather seasonable, | Fodder and water are 
sufficient. Oattle-disease is reported from Egra. 


Weather scasonable. ‘There has been a slight 
damage to potatoes. Fodder is sufficient. 


Harvesting of sugarcane is proceeding. — Con- 
dition of rabi crops is good. 


‘Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops 
are good. Fodder and water are sufficient. 


Weather seasonable. Effects of weather on agri- 
cultural operations are favourable. Fodder and 
water we suflicient, 


Weather favourable. Condition and prospects of 
standing crops urea. No damage ia xeported. 


Potatoes are growing, Fodder and water are 
sufficient. i 












| SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 21, 1929. 17; 


Gaibandha 


Boora 


PaBxa 


Sirajgenj .. 


Mapa - 


Coocn Buna 


Dagea 8 
Manikganj  -- 
Narayanganj .. 
Munshiganj .. 


MyMeEnstxon 
Jomalpur 
Netrokona .. 





Nil 
Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
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~ bt 
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64 
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64 


(n) 
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6h 
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‘Character of the weather, condition of erope ee. 





Weather seasonable. ‘Lands are under preparation 
for jute and aus paddy. Prospects of stand- 
ing. rops are good, Fodder and water are 
sufficient. 


Ploughing for aus paddy and jute continues. 


Weather seasonable. Prospects) of crops are 
Fodder and water are sufficient. 


Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops 
‘are good. Fodder and water are sufficient. 


Weather seasonable. Cultivation of “lands for 
autumn paddy and jute and harvesting of 
mustard’ seed are going on, ‘Prospects of 
standing crops are fair. Fodder and water 
are sufficient. 


Weather seasonable but a little hot. Rainfall 
at North Sadar (Kapasia) Nil, Condition 
and growth of rabi crops is fair. Fodder and 
water are sufficient. 





‘Weather seasonable, Prospects of standing crops 
are normal, Fodder and water are available. 








(n) Not reported. 
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(Character of the weather, condition of erops, ete, 
\ 

















Weuther! ‘seasonable. Prospects of:»-standing 
crops are fair.  Ploughing operation for 
autumn crops is progressing. . Fodder and water 
are sufficient. No lange import and export are 


Weather seasonable, " Prospects of crops'are good. 
ent. 


Weather cold at night but hot at day, Pros. 
peots of standing rahi crops are unsatisfactory for 
want of rain. Fodder and water are sufficient. 
Panga salt sells ot 16 seers per rupee at 
Sadar, und 12 seers per rupee at Cox's Bazar. 


Prospects of crops are favourable. 


Weather seasonable. Fodder and water are 


Weather seasonable, Transplantation of 
crops continues. Cattlo-disease exists in 
room. Fodder and water are sufficient. 
Cleansed cotton sells at Rs. 20 to Rs. 40 











hi 
‘Serial | District and subkdivi- ‘Rainfall. ee 
bas on ‘This week, | Previous week. | 
1 2 Pras ae A 
Inches. 
23| Farwrvr ss Nil 6 6 
Goalundo (Raj- Nil 6 bE 
bari). 
reported. 
Madaripur 0-47 % 7 
Gopalganj (a) Nil 1h th 
24 | Baxanoans 0-04 6 6 
(Banssat). . Fodder and water are s 
Pirojpur 0-20 6 6 
Patuakbali .. 0-40 8} 8} 
Dakshin Sha-| Nil a rs 
barpur (Bhola) 
25 | (Carrravone ..| Nil { Ha te} 
Cox's Bazar .. Nil 6 6 
| 
| 
| ~ 
26 | Terma Nil 6f OH 
| (Commta). 
Brahmanbaria Nil 64 6% 
Chandpur... | Nil 6 7 
27 | Noakwaxt Nil or a 
sufficient. 
Feni - Nil 8 8 
28 | Currracona Nil 8 9 Weather seasonable. 
‘Aivx Tracts. 
29 | Tawra Srare Nil “ 6h 
per maund. 
arma re, (9 Not report = 


(@) ‘The rainfall at Harldagpur, which is very near to Gopatgan},1s not shown here, 


Dacca, the 16th February 1929. 








16 in lr ai 
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DAILY RAINFALL RECORDED IN BENGAL 
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a 
Statement of weekly gauge readings on the river Ganges at Rampur Boalia =~ 
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P. W. D, datum 6-25 feet 
store | adeno Old. 


BM on on Rajebabi Calloge 


‘stop O4-73. 
Value of | “zero = 0-00) 
P.W.D. 





13th. aicey 1922 
on 27th August 1923 
on 18th August 1924 . 
on 16th September 1925 
on 11th September 1926 
on 10th Soptember 1927 
on 7th Auguat 1028... 
on 1929 

on 25th April 1884... 
on 14th- 16th April 1883 
on 2ist-22nd April 1807 
‘on Oth-7th May 1908 .. 
on 9th May 1922 

on 4th May 1923 

on 25th May 1924 
fon 15th April 1925, 
on 8th May 1926. 

on 25th May 1927 
on 21st April 1928 
on 1920 











N.B.—The eauge readings commenced trom the xt August 1887. 


Rauron Boatta, the 9h February 


P. ©. Bost, Subdivisional Oficer, 


1929, 1. D,, Rajshahi. 


Statement of weekly gauge readings on the rivers Ganges and Brahmaputra at 
Coalundo for the week ending the Sth Fobruary 1929. 














Zero is placed at mean sea level. 

Tho bench mark for this sugeds marked 
ween 

Ghat ald Chandpur gay st Goalende, 








Highest recorded flood daring previous year “ 25-17 on. 20th to 28nd and on 260 Soper?! 
Previous highest recorded flood + 20-7 on Bird and 24th August 1914, 25-55 
on th September 1925, 25.’ 


Lowest recorded water level 
Frovious recorded low 


Rayuans, the 11th February 1929. 
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ek 6-Fon 2nd ond Sra February 1028, _ H 
S\ 1:0.0n Sth February 1914. pest 


AM. Bab, for Stbdivisiomal Officer, 
PL W. DF 
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‘Statement of cotton pressed in the Bengal Presidency for the week ending 
8th February 1929. 


[Section 5 (¢) of the Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Act, 1026.) 











R. P. Apams, 
Chief Inspector of Factories, Bengal. 





CORPORATION OF CALCUTTA. 





NOTICE. 


It is notified for general information that the Corporation of Calcutta, under 
wore tested in them in this behalf, have, by a resolution dated the 23rd January 
1529, prescribed the alignment of a 20 feet road extending Dwarka Nath Ghose Lane 
to meet Moyerpore Road at its junction with Joynuddy Mistry Lané and modified the 
existing alignment of a portion of Dwarka Nath Ghose Lane in Ward No, 23. 
‘A copy of the plan prepared in this behalf may be seen in the office of the Sur- 
yeyor and Valuer of the Corporation any day during office hours on payment of usual 
ees. 


J. 0. Muxensea, Chief Executive Officer. 
The 12th February 1929. 





CORPORATION OF CALCUTTA. 





NOTICE. 


It is notified for general information that the Corporation of Caleutta, under 
pagers vested in them in thin behalf, have, bya resolution dated the 23rd January 
prescribed the alignment of a 25 feet projected public street connecting Padda- 
puker Square with Paddapuker West Lane in Ward No. 25. 
4 copy of the plan prepared i. this behalf may be seen in the office of the Sur 
peor ‘aluer of the Corporation any day during office hours on payment of usual 
ees. * 


J.C, Muxenies, Chief Executive Officer. 
The 12th February 1929. 


SSS 
Printed at the Bengal Government Press, Alipore, and published by the Bengal Secretariat Book 
Depot, Writers’ Buildings, in the City of Caleutts, on the 2ist February 1929, 
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ssi pleae agate tae of 
ivisions on the working of 

i jcipalities in the Bengal 
Presidency (except Calcutta) 
_|_ during 1927-28. 


Number of municipalities—A new 


of municipalities in jengal thus 
116. As, however, the new 
ty was not empowered to levy 
the year the statements of 


ve fei 


ge Ai Sime the al 


ded deal 


boundaries of the Kishoreganj 
ity were e by the exclu- 
of areas which were more rural 
an urban. There were also sli 
Iterations in the boundari 
er municipalities, viz., Ki 
Basirhat. E 


The number of commissioners 
Jalpaiguri Municipality was 
from 15 to 18. ied se r 
held during the year, 151 proved abor- _ 
tive for want of @ quorum and 199 were _ 


adjourned, against 152 and 223, respec- 
tively, in the previons year. 
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from men known to be able to pay, are 
allowed to remain uncovered by suit, 
‘for amicable realisation ’. The likeli- 
hood of a man being willing to “ pay 
amicably ’ 2 or 3 years’ dues, when he 
has not paid one year’s, either through 
inability, or cunning, seems so remote 
that one begins to doubt the bona fides of 
the plea and to look for some other 
reason.”’ 

Unwillingness to adopt stringent 
measures is no doubt largely responsible 
for this heavy accumulation but there 
are other factors also. There is no such 
system, as there is in Madras and ip 
Bihar and Orissa, for recovering from 

rgons responsible amounts that have 

lost through their negligence. 


7. Income and expenditure.—The 
total receipts, including opening balance, 
amounted to Rs. 1,12,10,926 against 
Rs. 1,12,17,720 in the year 1926-27 


The total disbursements were 
Rs. 96,37,905 as against Rs. 96,50,331. 
8. Closing  balance.—The _ total 


balance at the close of the year rose from 
Rs. 15,67,389 to Rs. 15,783,021. The 
largest balances were held, as in the 
previous year, by Dacca (Rs. 2,78,584), 
Howrah (Rs. 2,66,859) and Dar- 
jeeling (Rs. 1,01,413); other muunici- 
palities which had unduly large balances 
were Naihati (Rs. 68,216), ae 


(Rs. 62,226), South — Dum. 
(Rs. 55,350) and Narayanganj 
(Rs. 52,568). The large balance in 


Darjeeling is attributed to restriction of 
expenditure and postponement of certain 
undertakings. The greater part of the 
balance in Bhatpara represents funds 
for the sewerage, water-supply and town 
improyement scheme while in South 
be ei the large accumulation is 
lescribed as being meant for the 
improvement of roads, primary educa- 
tion, dispensary buildings and improve- 
ment of water-supply. In other cases 
no explanations have been furnished. 
Qn the other hand, a number 
of municipalities failed to keep .ade- 


quate. working ‘balances and in 
several towns balances were insuffi- 
cient to. meet _ outstandi Tiabili- 
ties. In Mymensingh, Barisal, English- 


Bazar, Dinajpur and Midnapore, the 
outstanding liabilities largely exceeded 
the mae ‘balances. The worst offend- 
ers in this respect were Baruipore and 
Satkhira, which had outstanding liabi- 
jities of Rs. 3,700' and Rs. 3,526, 
respectively, against actual balances of 


Rs. 78 and Rs. 74 only. Sirajganj 
Jiaganj-Azimganj and Bhola had°also 
outstanding liabilities of Rs. 15,020 
Rs. 4,673 and Rs. 3,281 against cash 
balances of Rs. 615, Rs. 846 and 
Rs. 540, respectively.  Hooghly- 
Chinsura and Santipur closed the year 
with ameatt Rs. 7,012 and Rs. 9,646 
against liabilities exceeding Rs. 49, 

oaks 000 a 


9.- Education.—The amount spent on 
education, including the Government 
grant of Rs. 1,11,591, was Rs. 4,31,641 
as against Rs. 4,46,699 in the preceding 
year. The expenditure on primary edu- 
cation also showed a corresponding fall 
of Rs. 5,000. The decrease was most 
marked in Darjeeling and Asansol and 
was due to the fact that in 1926-27 extra- 
ordinary capital expenditure was incur- 
red in both places. An income of 
Rs. 5,920 was derived from the educa- 
tion cess which is at present: levied by 
the municipalities of Rangpur and 
Berhampore. Twelve municipalities or 
roughly one in ten failed to spend on 
primary education 3-2 per cent. of their 
ordinary income, the percentage which 
is taken to represent the amount requir- 
ed for the education of half the number 
of boys of primary sghool-going age. On 
the other hand, the ratio was over 5 per 
cent. in 48 municipalities and over 10 
per cent. in 19 municipalities. In 
Burdwan two new primary schools of 
the Biss type were opened and in Kalna 
the construction of an additional room 
in the municipal prim school was 
undertaken. In Berhampore the first 
free primary school was started at 
Kasimbazar; the construction of a 
second. municipal. school at. Saidabad 
was in progress. Barisal paid Rs. 1,920 
towards the cost of establishment of a 
free primary school and Nalchiti main- 
tained a primary patshala on the lines of 
Mr. Biss’s scheme at a cost of Rs, 440. 
Free and compulsory primary education 
for boys was introduced in Chittagong 


with effect from January 1928, and the 
municipality iproviced schools for 
boys and 31 for girls. It is remarkable 


that out of 2,500 boys and 1,400 girls 
between the ogee of 6 and 10 in the town 
no less than 2,120 boys and 1,052 girls 
are at school. The municipality has 
also demonstrated that the cost of the 
scheme is not prohibitive as its own con- 
tribution is not likely to exceed 
Rs. 11,000. per annum. This is an 
excellent example but it has been little 
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followed. It ears that too many of 
the municipalities—especially in the 
Burdwan division—spend too much 
money on secondary schools while neg- 
lecting primary education. The Minis- 
ter is constrained to repeat the advice 
given aeaent A that the municipal 
commissioners should. not devote their 
funds to secondary education when this 
involves ei of other important ‘ser- 
vices including primary teaching. 


10. Water-supply.—The Tollygunge 
and South Suburban municipalities con- 
tinued to get filtered water from the 
Calcutta mains and negotiations were in 
progress with the Caleutta Corporation 
for a similar supply to the Baranagore 
Municipality. Seven municipalities in 
the Hooghly riparian area got their 
rom the local mill filters. Ex. 
chat these there are 28 municipalities 
which have their own water-works. 
Only five of these systems date from 
before 1900. The number of persons 
supplied with filtered water was 
971,900, the total quantity supplied 
averaging 11 million gallons per day. 

lim Naihati pipe water was, as before, 
supplied by the Gouripur and Nuddea 
Companies. The larger scheme for a 
comprehensive supply to remote corners 
ofthe town was completed during the 
year. The Khulna water-works €X- 
tensions are nearin; completion 
Atrangements were made for the free 
supply of water to the Halisahar Muni- 
cipality from the local jute mills. 
new reservoir with a capacity of 150,000 
gallons of water was erected at Ranigan) 
‘and an efficient supply of water is now 
being maintained throughout the town. 
No, progress could be made with the 
scheme for the extension of water-works 
‘on the east side of the river Lakshya in 
Narayanganj as the contractors failed 
to sink the tube-wells. The tube-well 
of the Lytton water-works at Faridpur 
was ‘and proved successful. The 
excavation of the storage tank in con- 
nection with the new Patuakhali water- 
works was completed. The machinery 
of the Comilla water-works having 
broken down early in the year the muni- 
cipal commissioners first hired a port- 
able engine for pumping and supplied 
the town with water from the river 
Gumti, and then decided to sink a tube- 
well, a work which is in progress. The 
sinking of a tube-well in connection 
with the Brahmanbaria water-works 
scheme was completed during the year. 
The scheme for the supply of water 






from the Dakatia river to the northern 
section of the Chandpur town has 
recently been administratively approved 
by Government at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 1,538,000 while the Noakhali water- 
works scheme has also been approved. 
Several sence as in the Rajshahi 
Division, viz., Rajshahi, English Bazar 
and Pabna have inaugurated water- 
works — schemes but none has. yet 
materialised, It may finally be said 
that nowadays the inhabitants of no 
considerable town in Bengal are content 
to do without a system of filtered water 
supply through pipes. The general 
willingness to pay water rate in return 
for the service shows that the public 
health conscience is awake. 


Tube-wells haying proved a successful 
and also a cheap) source of supply in 
certain soils, a large number of munici- 
palities, especially in the Presidency 
Division, decided upon obtaining water 
through such wells. Mr. Sachse, Com- 
missioner of the Presidency Division 
observes in this connection:— 


“ These wells have attained consider- 
able popularity of late and an impres- 
sion is gaining ground that these wells 
may supply a solution of the  water- 
supply problem in many places. The 
difficulty is that the pumps are apt to 
get out of order and that there is no 
guarantee when, they will cease to be 
useful,”’ 


The Minister holds the view that 
when tube-wells can be successfully sunk 
and kept in order they are at once an 
inexpensive and a satisfactory source 
of water-supply. He observes, how- 
ever, that the life of a small tube-well 
is apt to be short and he agrees with 
Mr. Sachse that the difficulty of keeping 
the pumps in repairs is one that has to 
be faced. In considering schemes for 
the supply of water from  tube-wells 
municipal commissioners will therefore 
be well advised if they make specific 
provision for renewals and for periodi- 


cal repairs: the latter object may be 
achieved by employing a whole-time 
mistri to look after the mechanism when 


the number of wells is sufficient to justify 
such a post. 


Ady Conservancy. Expenditure 
under this head amounted to 
Rs. 22,70,714, showing an. increase of 
about Rs. 70,000. Motor lorries either 
for road’ watering or Ssneonnizs 
purposes were purchased by. e 
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municipalities and this partly contri- 
buted to the increase. The largest 
increase was in Dacca and was due to 
more being spent on road cleaning and 
road watering. As usual, the cost. ts 
cleans ivate privies was nearly 
Tis. 9} lakhs in excess of the receipts 
from latrine fees, which rose by about 
Rs, 35,000 only. The deficit was, as 
usual, met from the general fund at the 
sacrifice of such vital services as sanita- 
tion, education and medical relief. The 
desirability of making the special funds 
self-supporting by raising the rates to 
the maximum limit, where they have 
not yet reached that level, or by reducing 
expenditure was impressed upon the 
municipalities in the Presidency Division 
by the Divisional Commissioner when 
passing their budgets. The Minister 
trusts that this course will be followed 
by other Commissioners of Divisions. 
Scavengers are as difficult as ever to 
recruit. Mr. Durno, Magistrate of 
Nadia, remarks that even Chakdah’s 
one and only sweeper (mentioned in last 
year’s Resolution) has run away. 


The problem of recruiting scavengers 
and of paying wages that will keep them 
contented is likely to grow still more 
acute in the future and it is perhaps only 
a question of time before municipal com- 
missioners in the larger towns at least 
are driven to the solution of installing 
underground sewerage systems. 

As usual the conservancy departments 
were in charge of the Health Officers and 
Sanitary Inspectors where there are 
such officers. The total cost on account 
of these officers amounted to Rs. 1,85,981 
against Rs. 1,80,685 in the preceding 
year. 

12.  Drainage.—The total expendi- 
ture under the head fell from 
Rs. 5,96,231 to Rs. 3,20,974. The 
decrease is due to the fact that in 1926- 
27 there was a capital expenditure of 
Rs. 2,56,055 on the Dacca sewerage 
scheme. A scheme for the drainage of 
a part of the Suri’ Municipality was 
cetiaiisseatiroly approved ata cost of 
Rs. 34,100 towards which Government 
will make a eee i are ae 
draii is extremely 
Seteaties! ‘Nie Calcutta Chord Railway 


authorities have to ‘construct 
drains along the alignments of their 
roach lines to the bridge with 
municipality and the house- 

holders will be alloy ‘to connect their 


drains. This is expected to remove ‘the 














existing trouble in Ward No. I. A 
portion of the main outfall drain was 
taken up by the Bally Jute Mill, Ltd., 
and the municipality had also in hand 
a project for a new alignment of this 
drain for which acquisition proceedings 
were started. 

The Titagarh sewerage scheme was 
completed and is now in working order. 
The Bhatpara scheme has recently been 
ecg by Government. A scheme 
‘or a sewerage system in Krishnagar 
had to be kept in abeyance for wantet 
funds. A sum of Rs. 36,386 was spent 
by the Dacca Municipality on its sewer- 
age scheme. The unspent balance of the 
Government grant for the scheme was 
Rs. 24,479 at the close of the year. 
Chittagong spent Rs. 4,453 on the main- 
tenance, extension and improvement of 
drains. Minor drainage works were 
carried out in several other towns. The 
septic tanks at Kurseong are reported 
to have worked ‘satisfactorily. 


13. Lighting.—The iture under 
this head amounted to 6,03,502 as 
against. Rs. 5,73,865 and represented 
7-2 per cent. of the total ordinary 
expenditure. The increase is mainly 
noticeable in Howrah (no explanation 
given) and in Baranagore (due to the 
introduction of electric _ lighting). 
Other towns in the Province which are 
lighted with electricity are Dacca, Dar- 
jeeling, Howrah, ooghly-Chinsura, 
Uttarpara, South Dum Dum, South 
Suburban, Bally and Burdwan. Only 
the first two municipalities had electric 
lighting before 1900, the Howrah system 
dates from 1913 and all the others have 
been installed since 1923. Some of the 
main roads and Janes in pieagong were 
provided with electric lights during the 
year. There is a project for the electri- 
fication of the town of Berhampore and 
the commissioners have agreed to have 
street lights and also to run the water- 
works by electricity. 

In Murshidabad and some other places 
the municipal commissioners have 
installed day-lights at road junctions; 
this is an example that other municipa- 
lities might follow with advantage. 


14. Public health.—As in the pre- 
vious year, most of the municipalities 
took steps to improve sanitation by fill- 
ing up, clearing or disinfecting insani- 
tary tanks, ditches and dobas and by 
removing undergrowth and obnoxious 
vegetation.’ Jessore carried out jungle 
clearing on a comprehensive scale with 
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the help of convict labour while the small 
municipality of Maheshpur cleared the 
compounds of the poorer classes with 
the help of the anti-malarial society and 
school students. The settlement opera- 
tions were responsible for a good deal of 
clearance of jungle in North Dum Dum. 
The District Magistrate of Hooghly 
observes that the standard of clearance 
is in most cases very low, and this is 
probably true of municipalities in other 
districts as well. In many municipali- 
ties notices were issued to owners of 
insanitary tanks, dobas and rank vege- 
tation and prosecutions had to be started 
where the requisitions were not complied 
with. The Commissioner of the Burd- 
wan Division, however, remarks “‘ what 
happens after the ‘notices’ and the 
results of ‘ prosecutions’ we are not 
told. It would be an exceedingly 
interesting matter for detailed enquiry 
to find out what had really been done. 
The same formula appears every year 
with such persistence that in time one 
accepts it as a formula, especially when 
walking round any of the municipalities 
you come on the'same ‘ old offenders *.’” 

Preventive measures were taken by a 
large number of municipalities to check 
the spread of epidemics. Medicines and 
disinfectants were freely distributed and 
special doctors were ippointed where 
necessary. There were outbreaks of 


cholera and of small-pox in several 
municipalities. People were warned 
against using the water of suspected 


tanks, wells and rivers and were advised 
to use boiled water. Anti-cholera 
inoculation and vaccination were pushed 
on vigorously and all possible steps were 
taken to cope with the epidemics. In 
certain municipalities affected houses 
were disinfected, suspected tanks, ete., 
were sterilized, markets were ey 
inspected by Sanitary Officers, ans 
unwholesome food was seized and des- 
troyed. 

Free vaccination was provided by 
many municipalities and effective 
measures were taken to secure the vacei- 
nation and revaccination of children, 
permanent vaccinators were maintained 
by certain municipalities while tempo- 
rary ones were appointed by some others. 
A ‘system of free home vaccination 
is reported to have been working with 

ood results in Naihati and Kamarhati. 
‘ female vaccinators were appointed 
by the Dacca Municipality. 

Malaria and kala-azar were prevalent 
in some municipalities and preventive 





and curative measures were taken. It 
is reported that some of the anti- 
malarial and) kala-azar societies did use- 
ful work in co-operation with the 
municipalities in combating these 
diseases. The Birnagar Palli Mandali 
made steady and systematic attempts to- 
drive out malaria by mass administra- 
tion of quinine and control of carrier 
species of anopheline mosquitoes. Anti- 
malarial societies were started in several 
municipalities while some “opened kala- 
azar centres and distributed quinine and 
cinchona free. Dacea contributed as 
usual Rs. 1,200 to the Dacca Maternity 
and Child Welfare Trust and Chittagong 
Rs. 1,000 to the local maternity fund 
which is controlled by a committee of 
which the Civil Surgeon is the Secretary. 
A midwife is maintained from this fund 
who attends delivery cases amongst the 
poor people free of charge. A midwife 
was also appointed by the Nawabganj 
Municipality. Both Chittagong and 
Krishnagar have training classes for 
dais for which they receive grants from 
Government. Nine indigenous dais 
were trained at Chittagong. 


Increasing interest. was displayed by 
some municipalities in examining food- 
stuffs offered for sale to the ae In 
Dacca, for instance, 405 samples of 
food-stuffs. were sent to the Public 
Health, Laboratory for _ analysis, 
31:3 per cent, of which were found to 
be adulterated. About 443 maunds of 
unwholesome food-stuffs of different 
kinds were destroyed. Several munici- 
palities started a number of prosecutions 
under the Bengal Food Adulteration 
Act, many of which ended in conviction. 
The Chairman of the Dacca Municipali- 
ty, however, complains of the inadequacy 
of the fines imposed by the criminal 
courts in these cases. 


Attempts made to get water-hyacinth 
removed, by serving notices on the occu- 
piers of holdings or otherwise, were 
usually successful, 


15. Public Works.—The total - 
diture under the head rose from 
Rs. 11,84,052 to Rs. 12,40,246. The 
increase was noticeable under the sub- 
head ‘‘ Roads; Dacca alone was Tes- 
ponsible for an increase of Rs. 33,000 
which was due to thorough repairs of 
several roads which could not be under- 
taken in previous years for lack | 
money. was also an increase | 
Rs. 20,000 in Chittagong due to 
metalling of some important: t 


Bese 





iene: 


—— 


to the ase of a road-watering motor 
car which is also to be used as a fire 

ine, A trial was made with the 
motor car atan actual fire and the i 
succeeded in extinguishing it within half 
‘an hour. ‘The percentage of outlay on 
public works to total expenditure varied 
from -5 in the small town of Sonamukhi 
to 41:3 in South Suburban. Mainte- 
nance of roads is a heavy item in most 
places. ‘The total lengt of metalled 
roads maintained by municipalities was 
1,376 miles and that of unmetalled roads 
1,637. miles. _ The mileage of both 
metalled and unmetalled roads is largest 
in Howrah, viz., 145 and 88 miles, res- 
pectively. Krishnagar has 77 miles of 
unmetalled roads. 


Complaints continue to be received 
regarding the damage done to municipal 
roads by motor vehicles. The consider- 
ations which led to the postponement of 
legislation for the taxation of power- 
driven vehicles were set forth in para- 
graph 14 of last, year’s resolution, in 
which reference was also made to the 
possibility that the Road Development 
Committee appointed by the Govern- 
ment of India might recommend some 
special taxation on motors for expendi- 
ture on road development in India. The 
Committee submitted its report to the 
Government of India recently making 
comprehensive recommendations about 
methods by which schemes of 
improvement may be financed out of the 
proceeds of new central and provincial 
taxes. Local Governments have been 
asked to express their views on these 
recommendations and the Government 
of Bengal have them under consider- 
ation. 


46. Loans.—Loans amounting to 
Rs. 27,500 were granted from provincial 
revenues to the municipalities of Rani- 
ganj . 17,500), . and Dinajpur 
(Rs. 10,000). Altogether 36 municipa- 
lities were in debt to, Government, 
‘their total liabilities amounting to near- 
ly Rs. 283 lakhs. Five municipalities, 
‘viz, Garulia, Barrackpore,  Barasat, 
Basirhat and Sirajganj liquidated their 
debts in: full, 

17. Audit of accounts and embezzle- 
; accounts of all but eight 
jes were audited by the 
tof Local Accounts and his 
the absence of any system of 
‘ to. commission- 


mi 
| personal responsibility for 
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improper payments or for revenue sacri- 
ficed through their negligence, the 
control exercised by Government through 
audit is not very effective. The result 
is that defects and irregularities are sel- 
dom ‘remedied and the same errors are 
seen over and over again. Repetition of 
irregularities is not the only fault of the 
present system. Under existing orders 
audit notes should be returned to the 
Examiner of Local Accounts within 
three months of their receipt with the 
Chairman’s explanations but this time 
limit is seldom observed. 


Embezzlements or misappropriations 
of money occurred in Baranagore, Jia- 
anj-Azimganj, Sirajganj, Dinajpur and 
jpur. In Baranagore the tax collec- 
tor and the sarkar and in Jiaganj- 
Avimganj the tax daroga and cashier 
were prosecuted for misappropriating a 
portion of the collections made by them. 
‘These cases’ are ‘still subjudice. The 
tax daroga of the Sirajganj Municipa- 
lity is reported to have absconded after 
defaleating | munici jal money. The 
matter is in the hands of the Police. A 
small amount was misappropriated by 
the Registration clerk at Rajpur The 
amount was recovered and the clerk was 
dismissed. In the Dinajpur case the 
culprit was the Head Glerk and Account- 
ant; the money misappropriated by him 
was recovered and his services were 
dispensed with. In view of his old age 
and length of service the municipal com- 
missioners, however, decided not to pro- 
secute him. It is reported that the 
Chairman of one municipality in the 
Burdwan Division opposed a Gee 
recommended by the District Magistrate. 
Municipal commissioners should remem- 
ber that they are the custodians of the 
rate-payers’ money “and no personal 
considerations should deter them from 
placing offenders on trial leaving it to 
the court to take extenuating cincum- 
stances, if any, into view. 


18. General remarks.—Burdwan 
Division—The most noticeable achieve- 
ments of the Burdwan Municipality were 
the completion of the municipal market 
and the construction of a rest-house 1n the 
Muhammadan burial ground. A new 
steam-roller and a new motor car serv- 
ing the double purpose of road waterin| 
and fire extinction were also purchased. 
Katwa has made considerable Pee 
in extricating its finances from the hope- 
Jess condition into which they had fallen 
2 or 3 years ago. The drainage and 
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water-supply of the town of Dainhat are 


as bad as ever. The District Magistrate 
remarks that it might be an advantage 
if this municipality were converted into 
a union board. drains in Kalna are 
particularly obnoxious while those in 
Raniganj are ras flushed. In the 
latter place the Beng! Coal Company is 
constructing a new market on up-to-date 
lines, which should materially add tothe 
amenities of the town. In Asansol 
expenditure on conservancy had gone up 
to more than 42 per cent. of total 
expenditure without bringing about any 
improvement. The municipality has no 
market and the sanitary conditions of 
the private markets are disgraceful. 


As regards municipal administration 
in the district of Bankura, the District 
‘istrate remarks that it cannot be 
said that any of the municipalities were 
administered efficiently in respect of 
roads, drains, sanitation, water-supply 
or finance. In Bankura road repairs 
are neglected or done in a very incom- 
petent manner and encroachments are 
being made with impunity. There are 
jar too many insanitary tanks and dobas 
i tins town. 
r. Goode, Magistrate of Midnapore, 
writes as follows on the working of the 
icipalities in his district:— 

‘t Generally speaking, there seems to 
me small scope for praise and less ground 
for blame in reviewing the administra- 
tion of these municipalities. * * * Most 
of them possess incomes which are less 
than those of many union boards; their 
establishments are meagre. * * * High 
taxation is necessary if any advance is 
to be'achieved. * * * The incidence 
of taxation in Midnapore is. still only 
Rs. 3-1-3 per person while in Ghatal it 
is only Re. 1-5-1. Municipal amenities 
cannot be purchased at this price. With 
a 25 per cent. increase in taxation 
reserved for the service of loans, both 
these municipalities could advance, but 
as in the other municipal towns of the 
district, the poverty of the rate-payers, 
which is enough, is urged against 
any considerable increase in taxation. 
* * * Adequate revenues are at 
present beyond the reach of all these 
municipalities, but I believe that most 
of them could support an increase in 
their assessments which would make 
progress possible. * * * In the 

‘amluk Municipality there are signs of 
life and prosperity. A portion of the 
market has been cht under khas 


possession; a tube-well 407 feet in depth 
has been sunk; a pucca ghat has been 
extended, \a pipe distribution system is 
‘ible by the munificence of 
the late Babu Gopal Prasad 
Zamindar of Mahisadal, the number of 
street lights increased and some drains. 
improved. A class for training indi; 
nous dais was opened with the assistance 
from Government and vigorous measures. 
were taken to cope with a severe out- 
break of small-pox.. * -* 

Party faction exists more or less in 
most of the municipalities in the district. 
of Hooghly. 

The financial condition of the 
Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality is de- 
plorable. The income fhcat neither 
Jatrine fees nor water-rate pays for the 
services which they are meant to finance 
and these services again are far from 
perfect.. The condition of the roads in 
the town is bad and they are not: regu- 
larly watered. Drainage is also bad. 
The lighting of the areca served | by 
electric light has been fairly satisfactory 
but in other areas it is wretched in the 
extreme. 

The Commissioner of the Division 
observes: 

“* There is little to redeem the working 
of such municipalities as Bankura or 
Hooghly-Chinsura, and in these cases, 
one might almost say that the commis- 
sioners sin against light. The majority 
of the commissioners of the Kotru 
Municipality are completely out of touc 
with the more eatiehaned of the rate- 
payers and refuse to do work which is 
recommended ‘by the Sanitary Depart- 
ment and supported by the rate-payers. 
This state of things comes entirely from 
the personal ambitions of a, very small 
clique. 


There can be no doubt that instances of 
the worst type of mi ent still are 
too many, probably even in the majority, 
among the municipalities. I believe, 
however, that ‘there are ‘more. 
signs to-day of an awakeni 
and that schemes that ~— mus 
improve health and sanitation are 
getting the support (actually shown in 
the form of contributions) of a larger 
i ie the rate-payers. rdwan and 
Midnapore are extending their water- 
supply and the former body is ee 
use of the local electrical supply. Asan- 
sol ti for a water. a 
nearly two of rupees in a su 
ingly short time. has put 
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jak has ‘and is. practically 
assured of its drinking water-supply. 
Even in a, faction has not 


‘entire control and the fact that in Bally 
the various factions contested to elect 
as Chairman a nominated member to get 
them out of the financial i 

which they had sunk, in my opinion, 
shows a real change in the attitude of 
commissioners towards public duties and 
testifies to a further growth in the sense 
of responsibility to the tax- ayers.”” 

Presidency Division —Mr. EN. 
Blandy, Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, 
makes the following remarks on 
working of the municipalities in his 
district :-— 

“<The total of outstanding balances 
has gone up again, though by a smaller 
figure than in the previous years. This 
shows that the Boards in many cases 
have still not learned the necessity and 
the duty of collecting taxes promptly. * 

* * The valuable assistance, both 
financial and personal, to municipal 
administration afforded by the mills 
again calls for remark. Such projects 
as the sewerage scheme in Titagarh and 
the Naihati water-supply are largely 
due to their co-operation. ft. ee 
The municipalities during . the period 
under review seem to have been more 
interested in water-supply and ublic 
health than in other directions ans good 
work is being done. But it is yet to be 
seen whether this will produce a perma: 
nent improvement. If only they would 
set to and collect their full income and 
their arrears still more progress in these 
and in other directions would be possible. 
Civil suits and election disputes are un- 
happily common and municipal funds 
are not infre tly wasted in this 

e. 
Durno, Magistrate of Nadia, 


here a et tries, and deserves sym- 

en . In Nabadwip 
pba mae Santipur was quite 
ir {eible, but it is hoped that the new 
board will open a new chapter. Rana- 
is and dusty. A visit to 


* 


see what can be done; it is an 
object: )): Chakdah says it has no 
money. It has a dispensary, four lamps, 


a few wells, one quarter-time sweeper 
and one road cleaner who has ean i 
service since the institution of the muni- 
cipality in 1886; he now pulls the office 
punkha. Kusthia always seems the 
cleanest_and brightest: place in the dis- 
trict. Kumarkhali is a vill which 
tries to be a municipality, does not 
make a bad attempt at it, Meherpur 
people suffer from acute inertia and seem 
to prefer living in insanitary surround- 
ings sooner than part with any of their 
money.” 

_The municipal administration of the 
district of Murshidabad was marked by 
no special advance. The working of the 
Jessore Municipality is fairly good and 
that of Khulna is above the average. 
There was no improvement in the finan- 
cial position of the Satkhira Municipa- 
lity. The outstanding balance was 
Rs. 8,098 against a current demand of 
Rs, 17,407. 

The Commissioner of the Division 
makes the following remarks:— 


“There is nothing of particular inter- 
est that marks the administration of the 
municipalities during the year. In- 
creased interest was shown at the 
elections as would. appear’ from the 

es at the polls, but when we come to 
the actual working of the boards, we 
notice the same apathy in the members 
and same slackness in the executive that 
have been the subject of adverse com- 
ments year after year. In a few muni- 
cipalities party, feelings played an 
important. part in the administration, 
and in Nabadwip, which had already 
acquired considerable notoriety in this 
respect, the feelings grew acute and even- 
tually culminated in a resolution recent 
ly adopted by the required majority of 
the commissioners removing their Chair- 
man from office. 

The incidence of taxation showed a 
slight upward tendency and so also the 
percentage of collections over the cur- 
rent demand. But larger outetandings 
and a smaller surplus maintained at 


everywhere. 
‘been little change or improvement 
in the ral conception of duty on the 
part of the members or of the executive. 
Santipur comes in for severe comments 

the istrate of Nadia for its 


mismanagement, but it is ho that the 
new board e formed will put 
matters straight. _Debhatta in Khulna 


js another. that has acquired notoriety 
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for mismanagement and in fact it seems 
to be an apology for a municipality, and 
the question whether a union board could 
not take its place is under the consider- 
ation of the local officers. * * * * 
* * * Attention is being given here 
and there to free primary education 
scheme, but no very marked advance 
was made duri the year. Public 
health and sanitation received attention 
as far as possible with the funds at 
the disposal of the municipalities, but no 
scheme of any comprehensive nature for 
improvement of sanitation, education or 
development of roads could be initiated, 
owing to lack of funds.’’ 

Dacca Division—The following ex- 
tracts are quoted from the report of the 
Magistrate of Faridpur on the working 
of municipalities in that district:— 


“‘The management of the municipa- 
lities has outwardly been smooth enough 
but at Madaripur much discontent has 
been expressed on the score of the ano- 
malous position in which the municipa- 
lity is placed by reason of the permanent 
absence of its Chairman. He has been 
absent for over 6 months and yet no 
attempt has been made by the majority 
to becure his resignation and elect his 
successor. * * At Faridpur in spite 
of the existence of twe parties or rather 
the) followers of two persons, there was 
no special difficulty in internal adminis- 
tration.” 

‘The insufficiency of funds for carrying 
out ordinary municipal works is’ the 

reneral characteristic of the municipa- 
ities in the district of Faridpur. In 
Faridpur Municipality there are various 
works to undertake (e.g., improvement 
of the market, better sanitation, proper 
maintenance of roads, provision of pri- 
mary education) but these cannot now be 
taken in hand for want of funds. Tax 
on persons is levied at the rate of one 
cent.’on the annual income. . This is 
ie than the rate levied in many small 
towns. The District Magistrate ob- 
serves that if the commissioners are 
unwilling to levy a-tax on holdings, they 
must, at any rate, increase the present 
rate of taxation on personal income. It 
‘is reported that the rate of assessment 
at Madaripur is capable of considerable 
augmentation without hardship. 

The financial position of the Barisal 
Municipality is worse than it was a year 
960, its arrear demands being only 

. 459 less than that of the previous 
years and even this reduction has been 


effected by granting remissions of almost 
Rs. 10,000. Patuakhali is, in parts at 
least, the most ill kept of the municipa- 
lities while ee, faction has grown at 
Jhalakati. Pirojpur calls for no special 
comment and Nalchiti, though it main- 
tains its previous good record, is showing 
signs of decay. The Bhola Municipality 
is largely make-believe and the Magis- 
trate doubts whether a union board 
would not be an improvement. 

Chittagong Division—The Commis- 
sioner of the Division observes:— 

“The financial condition of the 
Chittagong Municipality is still far from 
satisfactory. The Cox's Bazar Munici- 
pality continued to do work with its 
small income. * * * The comple- 
tion of the tube-well at Brahmanbaria 
marks a definite advance in the progress 
of the scheme for the supply of filtered 
water in that town. The Chandpur 
Municipality showed progress in all 
spheres of municipal activities. The 
municipal commissioners of Noakhali 
failed to take advantage of the general 
revision of assessment to place their 
finances on a stable basis. Their re- 
quests for assistance from Government 
and other quarters are ftumerous and 
persistent - while they seem oblivious of 
the useful dictum that they alone deserve 
help who help themselves."” 





Rajshahi Division —The resources of 
both Rajshahi and Nator are too small 
for the work to be done. The roads 
particularly in Nator are being starved 
of money for repairs. The main pro- 
blems of Rajshahi are water-supply and 
drainage. Dinajpur is repo! to have 
been efficiently administered, In. Jal- 
paiguri realisations were somewhat 
worse than in the previous year. There 
was no improvement either in the roads 
or in the sanitary condition of the town. 
The District Magistrate reports that the 
general standard of administration of 
the Rangpur Epi oes remained at 
practically the same level as in the past 
years. The general health of the town 
of Gaibandha was fairly good 
administration of the municipality 
‘been satisfactory. The financial. posi- 
tion of the Bogra Municipality is. sti 
far from satisfactory, as the 
balance of the general fund has not yet 
been made up; the pe ecm ape 
ments were on 
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allow of any improvements in roads, 
sanitation, drainage, water-supply, etc. 
The financial position of Pabna has 
improved a little but that of Sirajganj 
is far from satisfactory. There Ta cet 
no marked improvement in the munici- 
pal administration in the district of 
Malda, The working of the Kurseong 
Municipality is reported to be satisfac- 
tory. 

The Commissioner of the 
observes :— 


** There has been no marked improve- 
ment in municipal administration in this 
Division. There is still a disinclination 
on the part of most of the municipalities 
to take steps to improve their finances 
and to realise in full the taxes already im- 
posed, due partly to apathy and partly 
to the fear of incurring unpopularity. 
There are still party feuds in some which 
hamper all good work; and there is still 
a lack of active sanitary conscience 
which perhaps prevents them all from 
taking measures which will increase the 
amenities of life. Indications are not, 
however, wanting that these bodies are 
waking up, although slowly. Several 
municipalities, e.g., Tajeiatl Pabna, 
English Bazar and .Nawabganj, have 
realised that good drinking water is an 
essential necessity and inaugurated 
water-works schemes which they are 
doing their best to push on. Others, 
unable to finance such large schemes, are 
sinking tube-wells as fast as they can. 
Some, again have taken measures to 
extend) medical relief and to combat 
epidemic diseases. These are encourag- 
ing signs and lead one to hope for great- 
er improvements in every direction 
before long.” 


19. Concluding remarks.— The 
Minister is gratified to observe that even 
the Commissioner who has been most 
outspoken and unsparing in his  criti- 
cisms of the working of municipalities 
in his Division nevertheless ends his 
report on a distinct note of optimism. 
There has undoubtedly been material 
Pp in several directions, although 
it is slow. The increase in the number 
of water-works and electric light instal- 
lations of recent years has been men- 
tioned in the body of the report. 

The complaint of lack of funds is 
chronic; but it must. again be pointed out 
that most municipalities ws be better 
off if they took a line with de- 
faulters. It is hardly creditable to 
Bengal that arrears of municipal taxes 


Division 


have increased more than three-fi 
since 1919-20. This simply means ian 
municipal commissioners are punishing 
worthy citizens for the sins of the un- 
worthy. 

‘The names of the following Chairmen, 
Vice-Chairmen and iramcipal commis. 
sioners have been brought to the notice 
of Government on account of good work 
done by them, and the Government. of 
Bengal (Ministry of Local Self-Govern- 
ment) desire to express their appreci- 
ation of the public spirit shown by these 
gentlemen :— v 


Burdwan Division. 


Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur, 
Chairman, Midnapore. 

Babu Mahendra Nath Maity, jate 
Chairman, Tamluk. 

Babu Monmohan Mukherjee, Chair- 
man, Bally. 

Babu Girish Chandra Mandal, Com- 
missioner, Raniganj. 

Lala Mritunjai Lal, Chairman, Suri. 

Babu Brojendra | Nath 
Chairman, Chandrakona, 


Babu 8. N. Chakrabarti, late Vice- 
Chairman, Tainluk. 


Sarkar, 


Presidency Division. 


Mr. H. H. Spalding, Chairman, 
Kanchrapara. 

Mr. A. K.. Thoms, Chairman, 
Bhatpara. 

Rai Shyama Charan Bhattacharyya 
Bahadur, Vice-Chairman, Bhat- 
para. 

Babu Panchu Gopal Chakravarty, 


Chairman, Baranagar. 

Babu Abinash Chandra Sarkar, Vice- 
Chairman, Kamarhati. 

Babu Sailaj Lal Chatterji, Chairman, 
North Dum-Dum. 

Mr. R..N. Neish, Chairman, Tita- 
garh. 

Mr. R. G. Campbell, 
Garulia. 


Mr. W. W. Craig, Chairman, Hali- 
sahar. : 

Dr. Hari Mohan Mukherji, Chair- 
man, Krishnagar. 

Rai Sahib Sudhendu Mohan Banerji, 
Commissioner, Krishnagar. 


Chairman, 
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‘Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, 
Commissioner, Krishnagar. | 

Babu Nagendra Nath Banerji, Chair- 
man, Birnagar. 

Babu Krishnasekhar Bose, Commis- 
sioner, Birnagar. 

Babu Tarapada Mazumdar, Chair 
man, Kushtia. 

Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra Nandy, 
M.A, ML.c., Chairman, Berham- 
pore. 

Babu Anil Kumar Chatarji, Vice- 
Chairman, Berhampore. 

Babu Sachindra Nath Ray, Chairman, 

bulian. 

Munshi Eusofali Sardar, Vice-Chair- 
man, Kotchandpur. 

Babu Kunja Behari Mukherji, Chair- 
man, Khulna. 


Babu Mohendra Kumar Ghosh, Vice- 
Chairman, Khulna. 


Dacca Division. 
.K. Nazimuddin, c.1.8,, Chairman, 
| Dacca. 
Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Baha- 
‘dur, Vice-Chairman, Dacca. 
Mr. J. G. Macartney, m.1.c., Chair- 
man, Narayanganj. 
Babu Satyendra’ Nath Roy, Vice- 
Chairman, Narayanganj. 
Mr. H. M. Shircore, Commissioner, 
Narayanganj. 


» Rai Tarak Chandra Chi 
dur, late Chairman, Fa: 





ha- 





Mr. W. G.. pti te Commissioner, 
Madari a 


Maulvi ea Islam, Vice-Chairman, 
Rajbari. 

Babu Sarat, Chandra, Guha, Chairman, 
Barisal. 


Kazi Entazuddin, Chairman, Naleiti, 


Chittagong Division, 
Moulvi Nur Ahmed, Chairman, 
Chittagong. 
Rai Sahib Bepin Behari Rakshit, 
Chairman, Cox's Bazar. 


Babu Madhu Sudhan Roy, Chairman, 
Chandpur. 


Rajshahi Division, 
Babu Jatindra Mohan Sen, 3.1., late 
Chairman, Dinajpur. 


Babu Nripendra Nath Banerjee, late 
Vice-Chairman, Jalpaiguri. 


Maulvi Hamiduddin Khan, | Vice- 
Chairman, Gail ha 


Babu Indujyoti Mazumdar, Chair- 
man, Pabna. 


Rai Sahib R. P. Bhattacharji, Chair- 
man, Kurseong. 


By order of the Government of Bengal 
(Ministry of Local Self-Government), 


J, G, DRUMMOND, 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


